NCYI Youth Groups Parshat Vayelech
(http://www.headcoverings-by-devorah.com/HebEngTaNaKh_TorahSummary.htm)

Parsha Outline

· New leadership 

· Final preparations for entering Yisrael 
Parsha Summaries
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/424596/jewish/Vayelech-Roundup.htm
Vayelech Roundup

Vayelech - And He Went
The Parshah of Vayelech tells us about the last day of Moses' life. He is exactly 120 years old (because he passed away on the same day that he was born--the 7th of Adar) and he knows that he will not be able to go into the land of Israel. He passes on the leadership to Joshuah and then finishes writing a Torah scroll that he gives to the Levites to put in the Ark. 

Moses tells them that they will read from this Torah once every seven years on the festival of Sukkot. This will be in the year of Hakhel, the year following Shemittah, when all the Jews--men, women and children--gather together in the Holy Temple and the king reads from the Torah.

The Parshah ends with telling us that although there will be times when the Jews will turn away from G-d, and G-d will have to hide Himself from them, they or their children will always come back and the Torah will never really be forgotten.
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/560268/jewish/Aliya-Summary.htm
Vayelech Aliya Summary
General Overview: This week's reading, Vayelech, recounts the events of the final day of Moses' terrestrial life. Moses transferred leadership to Joshua and wrote a Torah scroll which he handed over to the Levites. Moses commanded the Israelites to gather following every Sabbatical year, and informed them of the suffering which will be their lot when they will abandon the laws of the Torah.



First Aliyah: Moses addressed the people, saying that he is 120 years of age on that day, and he is not permitted to cross the Jordan River together with them. Instead, Joshua will lead them, and G‑d will go before them and destroy their enemies.



Second Aliyah: Moses continued his talk: G‑d will vanquish the inhabitants of Canaan as He did the Emorites and Bashanites. Moses enjoined the Israelites to be strong and not fear their enemies. 



Third Aliyah: Moses summoned Joshua and told him to be strong and courageous, for G‑d will be going before him and will not forsake him. Moses then wrote the entire Torah and gave it to the Kohnaim (priests) and the Israelite elders. 



Fourth Aliyah: Moses gives the commandment of Hakhel (assembly), whereby every seven years, during the holiday of Sukkot which follows the Sabbatical year, all men, women, and children assemble and the king publicly reads sections of the Torah. 



Fifth Aliyah: G‑d commanded Moses to enter the Tabernacle together with Joshua. G‑d appeared to them both and informed them that a time will come when the Israelites will abandon G‑d and stray after alien gods. At that time, G‑d will hide His countenance from the nation, and they will be subjected to much evils and troubles. Therefore, G‑d says, "Write for yourselves this song, and teach it to the Children of Israel. Place it into their mouths, in order that this song will be for Me as a witness..." This 'song' is narrated in next week's Torah reading. 



Sixth Aliyah: When G‑d's wrath will find the Israelites as a consequence of their evil actions, they will claim that the misfortunes are befalling them because G‑d has abandoned them. At that time, the song which Moses and Joshua wrote will bear testimony that these events are in fact punishment for their sinful behavior.



Seventh Aliyah: Moses took the freshly concluded Torah scroll and gave it to the Levites. He instructed them to place it beside the Ark which contained the Tablets. Moses then gathered the entire nation to hear the song, wherein he would call upon the heavens and earth to be witnesses that the Israelites were forewarned regarding their fate.
http://ohr.edu/yhiy/article.php/3668
On this, the last day of his life, Moshe goes from tent to tent throughout the camp, bidding farewell to his beloved people, encouraging them to keep the faith. Moshe tells them that whether he is among them or not, Hashem is with them, and will vanquish their enemies. Then he summons Yehoshua, and in front of all the people, exhorts him to be strong and courageous as the leader of the Jewish People. In this manner, he strengthens Yehoshua's status as the new leader. Moshe teaches them the mitzvah of Hakhel: That every seven years on the first day of the intermediate days of Succos, the entire nation, including small children, is to gather together at the Temple to hear the King read from the Book of Devarim. The sections that he reads deal with faithfulness to Hashem, the covenant, and reward and punishment. Hashem tells Moshe that his end is near, and he should therefore summon Yehoshua to stand with him in the Mishkan, where Hashem will teach Yehoshua. Hashem then tells Moshe and Yehoshua that after entering the Land, the people will be unfaithful to Him, and begin to worship other gods. Hashem will then completely hide his face, so that it will seem that the Jewish People are at the mercy of fate, and that they will be hunted by all. Hashem instructs Moshe and Yehoshua to write down a song - Ha'azinu - which will serve as a witness against the Jewish People when they sin. Moshe records the song in writing and teaches it to Bnei Yisrael. Moshe completes his transcription of the Torah, and instructs the Levi'im to place it to the side of the Aron (Holy Ark), so that no one will ever write a new Torah Scroll that is different from the original - for there will always be a reference copy.



Parsha Songs

[The lyrics are supplied here. For the tunes, please click on the link]

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/573786/jewish/Parshah-Song.htm
Lyrics:
MISSING
Parsha Questions & Answers

Selected from the following websites: 

http://www.chinuch.org/item_details.php?mid=7078
http://www.chinuch.org/item_details.php?mid=4161
http://www.chinuch.org/item_details.php?mid=4044
http://www.chinuch.org/item_details.php?mid=1688
The following are a selection of questions obtained from the above mentioned websites.

K-2

Questions

1. On which day does this Parsha take place?

2. Who leads the Bnei Yisrael after Moshe dies?

3. Who stood as witnesses when Moshe passed on leadership to Yehoshua? Why?

4. On which year do we perform the Mitzvah of Hakhel?

5. During which time of the year is hakhel performed?

6. How was hakhel performed?

7. The last mitzvah in the Torah is that everyone should write a : 

8. What is one way that we can do the mitzvah of writing a Sefer Torah?  

9. Which Shirah (song) was Moshe commanded to write?

10. How will this shirah help the Bnei Yisrael?

Answers

1. On Moshe’s 120th birthday; the day he was going to die

2. Yehoshua

a. All of Bnei Yisrael

b. So that there should be no doubt how Yehoshua became the next leader

3. Destroy them

4. Sukkot

5. The entire Bnei Yisrael were assembled in the Beit Hamikdash and the king would read from the Torah in public

6. Sefer Torah

7. By buying sefarim

8. The shirah of Haazinu

9. It will serve as a constant reminder to keep the Torah and listen to HaShem 

3-4
Questions

1. Was Moshe allowed to go to Eretz Yisrael?

2. On which day does this Parsha take place?

3. Who leads the Bnei Yisrael after Moshe dies?

4. What did Moshe say to Yehoshua?

5. Who stood as witnesses when Moshe passed on leadership to Yehoshua? Why?

6. What were the Bnei Yisrael commanded to do to the seven nations?

7. What were they warned not to do with them?

8. What did Moshe give the Kohanim and Zekeinim on that day?

9. On which year do we perform the Mitzvah of Hakhel?

10. During which time of the year is hakhel performed?

11. How was hakhel performed?

12. The last mitzvah in the Torah is that everyone should write a : 

13. What is one way that we can do the mitzvah of writing a Sefer Torah?  

14. Which Shirah (song) was Moshe commanded to write?

15. How will this shirah help the Bnei Yisrael?

Answers
1. NO

2. On Moshe’s 120th birthday; the day he was going to die

3. Yehoshua

4. Chazak Ve’ematz (be strong and courageous)

a. All of Bnei Yisrael

b. So that there should be no doubt how Yehoshua became the next leader

5. Destroy them

6. Not to make agreements with them or intermarry with them

7. A Sefer Torah that he wrote

8. On the year after Shemittah

9. Sukkot

10. The entire Bnei Yisrael were assembled in the Beit Hamikdash and the king would read from the Torah in public

11. Sefer Torah

12. By buying sefarim

13. The shirah of Haazinu

14. It will serve as a constant reminder to keep the Torah and listen to HaShem 

5-6

Questions

1. The parsha begins: Vayelech Moshe (and Moshe went). Where was he going?

2. Was Moshe allowed to go to Eretz Yisrael?

3. On what day was Moshe born? On what day did Moshe die?

4. How old was Moshe when he died?

5. On which day does this Parsha take place?

6. What happened to Moshe on that day?

7. Who leads the Bnei Yisrael after Moshe dies?

8. What did Moshe say to Yehoshua?

9. Who stood as witnesses when Moshe passed on leadership to Yehoshua? Why?

10. What were the Bnei Yisrael commanded to do to the seven nations?

11. What were they warned not to do with them?

12. What did Moshe give the Kohanim and Zekeinim on that day?

13. On which year do we perform the Mitzvah of Hakhel?

14. During which time of the year is hakhel performed?

15. How was hakhel performed?

16. Why were the very young children included in hakhel?

17. The last mitzvah in the Torah is that everyone should write a : 

18. What is one way that we can do the mitzvah of writing a Sefer Torah?  

19. Which Shirah (song) was Moshe commanded to write?

20. How will this shirah help the Bnei Yisrael?

Answers 

1. To each tribe to teach them the words of Hashem

2. NO

3. Zayin Adar (The seventh day of the month of Adar)

4. 120 years old

5. On Moshe’s 120th birthday; the day he was going to die

6. He began to be blocked in some of his knowledge and understanding

7. Yehoshua

8. Chazak Ve’ematz (be strong and courageous)

a. All of Bnei Yisrael

b. So that there should be no doubt how Yehoshua became the next leader

9. Destroy them

10. Not to make agreements with them or intermarry with them

11. A Sefer Torah that he wrote

12. On the year after Shemittah

13. Sukkot

14. The entire Bnei Yisrael were assembled in the Beit Hamikdash and the king would read from the Torah in public

a. To give a reward to their parents for bringing them

b. So that they too can hear the words of the Torah and be influenced

15. Sefer Torah

16. By buying sefarim

17. The shirah of Haazinu

18. It will serve as a constant reminder to keep the Torah and listen to HaShem 

 Parsha Stories

http://ohr.edu/yhiy/article.php/Parshat-Vayelech.pdf?docid=2345&ie=1&showobject=1
LESSONS FROM THE PARSHA

A Personal Visit

“Moshe went and spoke these words to all of Israel” (Devarim 31:1). Where did Moshe go? This is a famous question asked by many of the meforshim. The Keli Yakar answers that Moshe Rabbeinu was going to encourage everyone to do tshuva (correct their sins). Everyone has some character traits that need work. It is so difficult to see ones own

faults. Most people will not go to a Rav to ask him which sins they should correct. Even if a Rav speaks to the group, they will usually not take it to heart. Therefore, Moshe went to each tent individually. He spoke heart to heart to each family about doing tshuva.

Kinderlach . . .

Moshe Rabbeinu visited people personally to encourage them to do tshuva. Sometimes we must make a personal visit for a different reason. We are all involved in doing tshuva before Yom Kippur. The last Mishna in Yuma states that Yom Kippur forgives only sins between man and Hashem (such as eating unkosher food). For sins between people (stealing, speaking loshon hora) we must go to the person and ask him for mechila (forgiveness). On the other hand, we must forgive everyone even if they do not ask. Tefillas Zaako is the prayer that we say before Yom Kippur begins. This prayer includes a declaration of forgiveness to all those who have wronged us. Let us all forgive everyone

so they will not have to come and ask forgiveness. That is a true chessed (act of kindness). May Hashem be kind to us and grant us all a gemar chatima tovah. 

Amen

“Chaim, are you leaving the Beit HaK’nesset now? If so, we can walk together. There is something that I would like to speak about with you.” “I’ll be leaving in another five minutes, Avi.” “Really? The minyan (congregation) just finished shacharis (morning prayers). Why are you staying another five minutes?” “The next minyan is beginning now. People will be saying bircas ha’shachar (the morning blessings). I always take the opportunity to stay and answer amen to those blessings.” “That takes up valuable time, Chaim. Is answering amen that important?” “It is very important, Avi. The Zohar on

this week’s parasha expounds on this subject. It begins with the verse, ‘I (Hashem) honor those who honor Me, and those who scorn Me will be cursed’ (Shmuel I 2:30). Who are those who scorn Hashem? Those who do not concentrate when they answer amen.” “That is a bit scary, Chaim. Does Rebbe Shimon (Bar Yochai – the author of the Zohar) explain why?” “Yes. Answering amen to a blessing is greater than making the blessing itself. Rabbeinu Bechaye, in his commentary on the Chumash – Shemos 14:31 – writes about the subject of emunah, calling it the foundation of the entire Torah. Therefore, to strengthen this foundation, our sages ruled that we answer amen after blessings and prayers. Why? The word amen comes from the same root word as emunah. Therefore, answering amen strengthens our emunah more than the blessing itself.” “Fascinating.”

The Novi Yishaya declares, ‘Open the gates so the righteous nation, keeper of the faith (shomer emunim) may enter!’ The Gemora (Sanhedrin 110b) explains, do not read the verse shomer emunim, rather she’omer amen – those who say, ‘Amen’. They are the righteous ones. The Gemora continues, ‘What is the meaning of amen? Kel Melech Ne’eman – Hashem is the Faithful King.’” “That is so inspiring.”
The Gemora (Nozir 66b) adds a different reason why the one who answers amen is greater than the one who makes the blessing. Making a blessing is like a witness making a legal statement to the fact that Hashem is the source of all blessing. However, a statement from a single Jewish witness carries relatively little weight in Beis Din. When the second Jew answers amen, he becomes the second witness, as it were, converting the statement into true testimony.” “I never realized that.” “There is more, Avi. The gematria  (numeric equivalent) of the word amen is 91. That is the exact same gematria as the

two names of Hashem – Adnus and Haviah. Therefore answering amen is like saying both of those names. The Medrash Rabba (on parashas Ki Savo) relates that The Almighty values nothing as greatly as the response of amen. The Zohar adds that when we answer amen with the proper kavannah (intention) good spreads throughout all the upper and lower worlds. For this, we receive reward in both worlds. When we arrive in the next world, all of the gates are open before us, as the Novi Yishaya said.”

That is mind boggling. You have mentioned some of the reward for answering amen, Chaim. Is there more?” “Yes, Avi. There is a special amen in the Kaddish – ‘Amen y’hey sh’mey rabba m’vorach liolam uliolmei omayah!’ (Amen! May His Great Name be blessed forever and ever!) The Gemora (Shabbos 119b) declares that one who says this

with all of his strength causes any harsh sentence decreed against him (in heaven) in the next seventy years to be torn up. The Sefer Charedim adds (in the name of the Zohar) that a person’s limbs must quiver at the moment he says this. He must answer with all of his emotion and strength. Whoever accustoms himself to doing so is assured that all of his sins will be forgiven.” “Wow! Are there any other times that we can answer amen?” “Yes. The Mishna Breurah on chapter 215 points out a widespread custom in Klal Yisrael to answer amen after any blessing that a Jew gives to another Jew, even if he does not mention Hashem’s name. Therefore, if someone wishes you long life, or good health, or wealth, etc., you should answer amen.” “Chaim, you have opened up a whole new world to me. Thank you so much for taking the time to explain amen to me. May you be able to help many more people understand the importance of amen.”

“Amen!”

Kinderlach . . .
Do not underestimate the power of one little word . . . amen. It strengthens your emunah. It brings blessing to all of the upper and lower worlds. It brings you great reward in this world and the next. It is testimony to Hashem’s Kingship. It tears up evil decrees and forgives sins. All of this is on the condition, of course, that you say it with the proper intention and concentration – that Hashem is the Faithful King, that He is the Source of all blessing, and that His Great Name will be blessed forever and ever. When you think of these things, it is easy to see why your faith is strengthened when you say amen. May

you always merit all of the blessings that come from saying amen. “Amen!”

http://www.aish.com/torahportion/pArchive.asp?eventType=52&eventName=Vayelech
There are other stories available as well at the above website.

http://www.aish.com/torahportion/family/New_Changes.asp
Vayelech (Deuteronomy 31) 
New Changes 
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Sometimes life asks us to adjust to things, changing from what we're used to. In this week's Torah portion, Moses, the only leader the people ever knew, tells them that he is about to step aside and that Joshua would be leading them from then on. It wasn't easy for the people to get used to. Changes in life's routines are not always easy for us, but they are part of life and adjusting to them is part of how we grow.
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In our story, a kid finds herself in the face of an unexpected change.
WAYS AND MEANS
It had been a great school break for Sharon. She'd gone on an amazing trip with her family to the Grand Canyon and couldn't wait to tell the class all about it, during the 'welcome back' show-and-tell session that her great teacher, Mrs. King, made for the class every time they got back from a break. She'd even brought pictures to show everyone.

She bounded into the classroom and did a double take. The classroom looked different. The desks were arranged in straight rows instead of the usual semi-circle. The big, funny cartoon posters had been replaced by charts full of what looked like grammar rules. But the biggest change of all was that at the teacher's desk: instead of Mrs. King, sat someone else!

"Welcome students," the lady at the desk said. "For those of you who haven't heard, your teacher, Mrs. King, is now the mother of a healthy brand new baby boy. She's taking the rest of the year off and I will be taking over. My name is Mrs. Ellis. So now, please take out your literature books and we will begin."

"Um, teacher?" a kid raised her hand.

"Yes?"

"Since it's the first day back, Mrs. King always lets us spend the class telling about our vacation and we only begin learning tomorrow."

The woman nodded her head. "Well, I do things differently. I'm sure you'll have plenty of time to tell each other all about it during recess, but this is a classroom and it is class we will begin."

Sharon's heart sunk as the lesson started. Not only because she wasn't going to get to show around her great pictures and see everyone else's, but because she was going to have to spend the rest of the year with this mean, new teacher instead of Mrs. King. Well at least in another 20 minutes they'd get to have a mid-lesson break.

She watched the hands of the big clock tick on the wall and at exactly 20 past, she, as well as a couple of the other kids, started pushing back on their chairs and standing up.

"Excuse me," the teacher said. "Class isn't nearly over." She was looking right at Sharon.

"But this is our five-minute break time," Sharon asserted. "Mrs. King always lets us get drinks and things now. She said break help us concentrate."

"Well, maybe that was her way. However, I do things differently. I believe that breaks are disruptive. Please be seated."

Sharon glumly slid back onto her chair. This is going to be a terrible class, she thought. This is going to be a terrible term! Why did their great teacher have to leave them for this mean replacement!?
After what seemed like forever, the dismissal bell rang. After getting the teacher's nod of approval, the kids gathered their things and started to go.

"Excuse me, Mrs. Ellis," Jackie, the class 'brain' piped up loudly. "We didn't get our homework assignments yet. Mrs. King made sure to give us homework every day."

Sharon groaned. Why did she remind her? All that homework was the one thing she didn't like about Mrs. King. She could only imagine how much this strict, new teacher was going to give them.

The teacher nodded. "Well I do things differently. I believe that school time is school time and home time is home time. I make sure you work steadily in class so you can spend the rest of your day playing and relaxing. There will be no homework in this class," she smiled. "Playing is very important for kids your age, you know," she added, with a wink.

The class let out a cheer and burst out the door. Wow, no homework for a whole term! Sharon thought. This new teacher sure was different from Mrs. King, but maybe she would get used to her and even like her, too - just in a different way.
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Ages 3-5
Q. How did Sharon feel at first about having a new teacher?
A. She was upset and wanted things to go back to how they were.

Q. How did she feel in the end?
A. She felt that even though things were different, they were okay.

Ages 6-9
Q. What life-lesson do you think Sharon learned?
A. She'd felt very attached to her old teacher and didn't think she would adjust to the change, but she discovered that even in new situations a person can find ways to adjust and appreciate them.

Q. What if the new teacher had really been just mean? Do you think Sharon could have adjusted, then?
A. It would have been harder, but she could have found a way. Perhaps she would have realized that this was a good chance to learn how to cope with situations, which is a big lesson in life.

Ages 10 and Up
Q. Do you think a person can get used to anything and everything?
A. Some situation are surely more challenging than others, but God created people to be amazingly flexible and given enough time there is virtually no situation one can't find a way to adapt to.

Q. Are there times when we should refuse to adjust to a new situation?
A. Assuming we have an option, and if a situation truly feels unbearable and presents a serious risk to our health or our values, it is often in place not to accept a situation, but to give it our all to change it. However, most changes that come up in life can be successfully adjusted to, if we just get through the initial, normal discomfort of change.

Parsha Games

http://www.aje.org.uk/harayon/
K-2

This is the Shabbat either before Rosh Hashanah or before Yom Kippur, Shabbat Shuvah
Middah/ Jewish Value

 - Saying sorry to our friends if we have done something wrong
Activity 

Sing this song about making up with our friends and not fighting. 
Tune: This Old Man
Please don't fight,
It's not right,
Take my hands and
Hold on tight.
Best of friends we now will be
Won't you come and play with me.
Have the children standing up in pairs and doing the actions whilst singing the song.
3-4
This is the Shabbat either before Rosh Hashanah or before Yom Kippur, Shabbat Shuvah

Middah/ Jewish Value

- Thinking about our behaviour
Activity 

Being sorry when we do something wrong is not enough. A famous Rabbi, Rabbi Moshe Ben Maimon, known as the RAMBAM or Maimonides, believed we had to go through at least four different stages before our Teshuva is complete.
Ask the children to think of something that they have done wrong.
Then ask what they think they could do to make things right. Write the following phrases on four cards. 

· Know that you did wrong and say so 

· Say you are sorry for what you did 

· Promise not to do it again 

· Do the right thing if something similar happens again 

See if they can work out in which order to put them.
Which do they think is the hardest thing to do?
(Adapted from an idea from the BJE of Greater New York)
5-6

Chapter 31 Verse 19 is taken to mean that each person should take upon themselves the mitzvah of writing of a Sefer Torah
Middah/ Jewish Value

 - Knowledge about a 'Sofer', a Scribe, and his work, 'Sofrut'.
Activity 

Although it is written that all people should fulfil this mitzvah, people share in the mitzvah by taking part in writing the final sentences of a Torah scroll, together with the Sofer, the scribe.
Have a discussion about what else a Sofer writes (Tefillin, mezuzot, megillot). Find out how much the children know about Sofrut, the work of a sofer.
For some background knowledge for the leader(s) of the session, take a look at the Torah Tots website, www.torahtots.com. Open the 'LEARNING IS FUN' drop-down menu and click on the title 'Sefer Torah' for facts and a description of the work of a Sofer.
