NCYI Youth Groups Parshat Shelach
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Parsha Outline

· Moshe sends the twelve spies 

· The decree of forty years 

· The laws of offerings 

· The Shabbat violator 

Parsha Summaries
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/388897/jewish/Shlach-Roundup.htm
Shlach Roundup
Moses sends twelve spies (one from each tribe) to the Land of Canaan (the former name of the Land of Israel) to see what the land and its people are like. The spies tour the whole land and when they come back after forty days they tell the people that it is indeed a land "flowing with milk and honey." But, they add, the people in it are very strong and the cities have huge walls like fortresses, and "we even saw giants." And they tell the Jews that the land would be much too difficult to conquer. Even though two of the spies, Joshua and Caleb, disagree with the rest, saying that the land is very good and they can surely conquer it, the Jews believe those with the bad report, and they cry out to Moses that they don't want to go.

G-d is furiously angry and wants to kill all the Jews, but Moses begs him not to, reminding Him that He is a G-d of mercy. So G-d agrees to spare the Jews but says that, because they complained, except for Joshua and Caleb, none of these people will go into the land; they will all die in the desert. Then he tells Moses to turn around from the direction they were going, and head towards the desert.


When Moses tells the people that they would have to stay in the desert for forty years instead of going into the Land of Israel, they realize what a horrible mistake they had made and are very sad. Some of the people say, "Okay, we realize that we sinned, and we are ready to go into the land!" and they go up the mountain, getting ready to enter the land. But Moses tells them that it is too late and that they should not go, because G-d is not with them and they will not succeed. They go anyway, and suffer a terrible defeat by the Canaanites and the Amalekites.

We learn about the mitzvah of Challah--when we bake bread, a portion of it must go to G-d. Today, when we don't have a Sanctuary, we make sure to burn a piece of the dough before baking the bread.

A man gathers wood on the Sabbath, desecrating it, and he is put to death.

We learn about the mitzvah of tiztzit, fringes worn on the corners of a four-cornered garment. When we see the fringes, we remember who we are and the the mitzvot that G-d has commanded us.
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/524147/jewish/Aliya-Summary.htm
Shelach Aliya Summary

General Overview: Moses sends scouts to Canaan and all of them -- except Joshua and Caleb -- bring back frightening reports. The people react fearfully and rebelliously. G‑d decrees a forty year delay until the Israelites will enter Canaan, during which time all males between the ages of twenty and sixty will perish. Many Israelites then attempt to unilaterally proceed to Canaan, but are cut down by the Canaanites. Various laws are discussed: libations, giving part of the dough ("challah") to a Kohain (Priest), certain sin sacrifices, and the mitzvah of tzitzit. A Jew is found desecrating the Shabbat and is executed.



First Aliyah: G‑d allows Moses to send scouts to reconnoiter the land of Canaan in preparation for their anticipated invasion of the land. One member of every tribe -- with the exception of the tribe of Levi -- was chosen for this task. Moses instructed the scouts to bring back a report regarding the nature of the land; its strengths and weaknesses. He also instructed them to bring back samples of the land's produce.



Second Aliyah: The scouts spent forty days reconnoitering the land. They returned to the Israelite encampment with specimens of Canaan's produce, and with an ominous report. They conceded that the land flowed with milk and honey, but they warned that its population was mighty and the cities well fortified and impossible to conquer. Only Caleb and Joshua, the scouts representing the tribes of Judah and Ephraim, dissented. They argued that the land was magnificent, and there was no reason for concern because G‑d could surely bring the Israelites victory in battle. The Jewish people spent that entire night wailing, expressing their preference to return to Egypt rather than be defeated in battle by the Canaanites.



Third Aliyah: The Jewish people rejected the pleas of Joshua and Caleb, and decided to stone them. G‑d intervened, His glory appearing over the Tabernacle. G‑d informs Moses of His decision to instantaneously wipe out the Israelites in a massive plague due to their persistent lack of faith. Moses successfully invoked G‑d's mercy and pointed out that this mass execution will cause a mammoth desecration of G‑d's name. "People will assume that G‑d lacked the power to defeat the Canaanites in battle, so He instead slaughtered His people," Moses argued. Although G‑d agreed not to immediately wipe out the Israelites, that generation would not enter the Land. G‑d instructs the Jews to reverse course, and to head back to the desert.



Fourth Aliyah: The details of the punishment are now revealed. The Israelites will wander in the desert for forty years. During that time, all males over the age of twenty -- with the exception of Joshua and Caleb -- would perish. The next generation would enter the Promised Land. The ten scouts who brought back the frightful report died immediately. When the Jews were informed of G‑d's decision, they lamented and grieved. A group of people awoke the next day and decide to "go it alone," and enter the Land of Israel -- this despite Moses' warning that their plan would not succeed for it was not sanctioned by G‑d. This group is cut down and massacred by the Amalekites and Canaanites. 

The Jews are told that upon entering Israel an individual who pledges to bring a sacrifice must also bring an accompaniment consisting of a wine libation and a flour offering mixed with olive oil.



Fifth Aliyah: This section continues with the rules of the aforementioned sacrifice accompaniments -- detailing the quantities of wine, flour and oil to be brought with various species of livestock. 



Sixth Aliyah: The mitzvah of challah is contained in this section: when one kneads dough, a portion must be taken and given to the priest. If the Sanhedrin (rabbinic supreme court) erroneously permits an act of idolatry, and the community acts upon this permission, the Sanhedrin must bring a special sin-offering, detailed in this section.



Seventh Aliyah: We now learn the rules regarding an individual who is guilty of an idolatrous practice -- whether inadvertently or intentionally. A man is found desecrating the Shabbat, and is executed. The last part of this week's reading discusses the commandment of putting tzitzit (fringes) on four-cornered garments. When looking at the fringes we remember all the commandments and refrain from following the temptations of the heart.
http://ohr.edu/yhiy/article.php/3548
At the insistence of Bnei Yisrael, and with G-d's permission, Moshe sends 12 scouts, one from each tribe, to investigate Canaan. Anticipating trouble, Moshe changes Hoshea's name to Yehoshua, expressing a prayer that G-d not let him fail in his mission. They return 40 days later, carrying unusually large fruit. When 10 of the 12 state that the people in Canaan are as formidable as the fruit, the men are discouraged. Calev and Yehoshua, the only two scouts still in favor of the invasion, try to bolster the people's spirit. The nation, however, decides that the Land is not worth the potentially fatal risks, and instead demands a return to Egypt. Moshe's fervent prayers save the nation from Heavenly annihilation. However, G-d declares that they must remain in the desert for 40 years until the men who wept at the scouts' false report pass away. A remorseful group rashly begins an invasion of the Land based on G-d's original command. Moshe warns them not to proceed, but they ignore this and are massacred by the Amalekites and Canaanites. G-d instructs Moshe concerning the offerings to be made when Bnei Yisrael will finally enter the Land. The people are commanded to remove challa, a gift for the kohanim, from their dough. The laws for an offering after an inadvertent sin, for an individual or a group, are explained. However, should someone blaspheme against G-d and be unrepentant, he will be cut off spiritually from his people. One man is found gathering wood on public property in violation of the laws of Shabbat and he is executed. The laws of tzitzit are taught. We recite the section about the tzitzit twice a day to remind ourselves of the Exodus.



Parsha Songs

[The lyrics are supplied here. For the tunes, please click on the link]

Note: there are no songs for this section
Parsha Questions & Answers

Selected from the following websites: 

http://www.chinuch.org/item_details.php?mid=7077
http://www.chinuch.org/item_details.php?mid=4156
http://www.chinuch.org/item_details.php?mid=4039
http://www.chinuch.org/item_details.php?mid=388
http://www.chinuch.org/item_details.php?mid=1673
http://ohr.edu/yhiy/article.php/1728
The following are a selection of questions obtained from the above mentioned websites.

K-2

Questions

1. Who are the meraglim

2. Did HaShem command the Bnei Yisrael to send meraglim?

3. How many meraglim did Moshe send?

4. Why didn’t the Canaanim bother the meraglim?

5. What did the spies bring back with them and what did they say?

6. Why didn’t Yehoshua and Kalev bring back any fruit?

7. What day was it that the meraglim gave their evil report?

8. What else happened on this date? Why?

9. How were the Bnei Yisrael punished for accepting the evil report of the meraglim?

10. What mitzvah are we given at the end of the parsha?

Answers

1. The spies that went to check out Eretz Yisrael

2. NO. The Bnei Yisrael wanted to send them

3. Twelve (one person from each tribe)

4. The Canaanim were too busy attending funerals and burying their dead

5. They brought large fruits, including one huge cluster of grapes, and said that the land is full of strong and big people (look at the fruits!) and the land swallows up its people, they are always dying, and they are giants

6. Since they know that the other meraglim wanted to show the Bnei Yisrael the large fruit as a proof that Eretz Yisrael was a strange land, they decided not to bring any fruit at all

7. The ninth of Av

8. The Beit Hamikdash was destroyed , since HaShem said that the Jews cried for no real reason that day, so it would be a day of crying for times to come

9. For each of the forty days that the meraglim were away, the Bnei Yisrael would have to spend one year in the midbar

10. The mitzvah to wear tzitzit

3-4
Questions

1. Why is the parsha of the meraglim (spies) right after the parsha that tells us that Miriam spoke lashon hara about Moshe?

2. Did HaShem command the Bnei Yisrael to send meraglim?

3. How many meraglim did Moshe send?

4. What was one purpose of seeing whether or not the people were strong?

5. What was one purpose of seeing whether or not the land was good?

6. Why didn’t the Canaanim bother the meraglim?

7. What did the spies bring back with them and what did they say?

8. Why didn’t Yehoshua and Kalev bring back any fruit?

9. How did the meraglim come back after only forty days? Doesn’t it take longer than that to travel through all of Eretz Yisrael?

10. What day was it that the meraglim gave their evil report?

11. What else happened on this date? Why?

12. How were the Bnei Yisrael punished for accepting the evil report of the meraglim?

13. What is one reason why HaShem told us to wear tzitzit?

14. Where were the tzitzit placed?

15. What other mitzvah is mentioned in the parsha of tzitzit?

Answers
1. To teach us that the meraglim should have learned from Miriam not to speak lashon hara (unfortunately, they didn’t)

2. NO. The Bnei Yisrael wanted to send them

3. Twelve (one person from each tribe)

4. So that Moshe would know whether he needed to send the entire army or not

5. So that Moshe would know if there was enough food and water there to feed the army, or if the army needed to bring its own food and water

6. The Canaanim were too busy attending funerals and burying their dead

7. They brought large fruits, including one huge cluster of grapes, and said that the land is full of strong and big people (look at the fruits!) and the land swallows up its people, they are always dying, and they are giants

8. Since they know that the other meraglim wanted to show the Bnei Yisrael the large fruit as a proof that Eretz Yisrael was a strange land, they decided not to bring any fruit at all

9. HaShem knew that the Bnei Yisrael would be punished for one year for each day the meraglim were away, so HaShem helped them return very quickly so their punishment would be less

10. The ninth of Av

11. The Beit Hamikdash was destroyed , since HaShem said that the Jews cried for no real reason that day, so it would be a day of crying for times to come

12. For each of the forty days that the meraglim were away, the Bnei Yisrael would have to spend one year in the midbar

13. So that we should remember all the 613 motzvot of HaShem. (צ=90, י=10, צ=90, י=10, ת=400, for a total of 600. Plus 8 strings and 5 knots = 613)
14. One on each of the four corners of the clothing

15. To remember that HaShem took us out of Egypt 

5-6

Questions

1. Why is the parsha of the meraglim (spies) right after the parsha that tells us that Miriam spoke lashon hara about Moshe?

2. Did HaShem command the Bnei Yisrael to send meraglim?

3. How many meraglim did Moshe send?

4. Whose name did Moshe change?

5. How did Moshe change Yehoshua’s name? Why?


6. What was one purpose of seeing whether or not the people were strong?

7. What was one purpose of seeing whether or not the land was good?

8. Why did Kalev stop in Chevron?

9. Why didn’t the Canaanim bother the meraglim?

10. What did the spies bring back with them and what did they say?

11. Why didn’t Yehoshua and Kalev bring back any fruit?

12. How did the meraglim come back after only forty days? Doesn’t it take longer than that to travel through all of Eretz Yisrael?

13. What day was it that the meraglim gave their evil report?

14. What else happened on this date? Why?

15. How were the Bnei Yisrael punished for accepting the evil report of the meraglim?

16. What is one reason why HaShem told us to wear tzitzit?

17. Where were the tzitzit placed?

18. What is the techeilet made from?

19. Why don’t we have techeilet now?

20. What other mitzvah is mentioned in the parsha of tzitzit?

Answers 

1. To teach us that the meraglim should have learned from Miriam not to speak lashon hara (unfortunately, they didn’t)

2. NO. The Bnei Yisrael wanted to send them

3. Twelve (one person from each tribe)

4. Hoshea to Yehoshua

5. He changed it from Hoshea to yehoshua, adding the letter Yud which means HaShem, as a prayer that HaShem should save him from the other spies’ ideas

6. So that Moshe would know whether he needed to send the entire army or not

7. So that Moshe would know if there was enough food and water there to feed the army, or if the army needed to bring its own food and water

8. To daven at the Me’erot Hamachpelah that he shouldn’t follow the bad ideas of the meraglim

9. The Canaanim were too busy attending funerals and burying their dead

10. They brought large fruits, including one huge cluster of grapes, and said that the land is full of strong and big people (look at the fruits!) and the land swallows up its people, they are always dying, and they are giants

11. Since they know that the other meraglim wanted to show the Bnei Yisrael the large fruit as a proof that Eretz Yisrael was a strange land, they decided not to bring any fruit at all

12. HaShem knew that the Bnei Yisrael would be punished for one year for each day the meraglim were away, so HaShem helped them return very quickly so their punishment would be less

13. The ninth of Av

14. The Beit Hamikdash was destroyed , since HaShem said that the Jews cried for no real reason that day, so it would be a day of crying for times to come

15. For each of the forty days that the meraglim were away, the Bnei Yisrael would have to spend one year in the midbar

16. So that we should remember all the 613 motzvot of HaShem. (צ=90, י=10, צ=90, י=10, ת=400, for a total of 600. Plus 8 strings and 5 knots = 613)
17. One on each of the four corners of the clothing

18. The Chilazon which lives in the sea

19. We don’t know what the chilazon is

20. To remember that HaShem took us out of Egypt 

 Parsha Stories

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/703239/jewish/Whats-Beautiful.htm
What's Beautiful?

Debby leaned back against a moss-covered rock, and pulled her peak cap lower over her eyes. "Anyway I hate mountains," she muttered. The Cohen family was on holiday in Wales. They had only been there two days and Debby was already complaining. It wasn't that she was having a miserable time, it was just that…

Her mother had asked her to bring in the washing that was hanging outside the little cottage in the morning and she had forgotten and it had rained. Then, when the family had taken a little walk, she had slipped and gotten herself absolutely covered with mud. She was the only one who found it upsetting; everybody else thought that it was quite funny. Now she was stuck on top of this mountain, with nosy little sheep staring from afar and the sun was in her eyes. She was fed up.

Rina rolled her eyes. "Mummy, let's just leave her here. We can pick her up on the way down." Her brother Rafi walked over and sat down next to her on the big rock. "Debby," he started to say. Debby looked the other way. "You remind me of something in this week's Torah portion. I know we are not in school, but Daddy was telling me some stuff, really interesting…" Rafi's voice trailed off. The rest of the family was sitting a little way off, eating cheese and cucumber sandwiches.

Debby looked at her brother. He continued: "Basically the Jews were worried about what was going to happen when they entered the Land of Israel and they wanted to send spies ahead to check out the situation. G-d and Moses were not so happy about this, because obviously G-d would take care of the Jews. Eventually G-d agreed though, and a spy from each tribe was chosen.

"When the spies came back from the Land of Israel, most of them had terrible things to say. They told the people 'The grapes are so big , it takes a few people to carry one! The people are giants, we looked like ants in comparison, we will never be able to win a war with them. And it's a dangerous land; people were dying wherever we went!' This sounded shocking to the people and they lost faith in the promises of G-d about Israel. The people wept; they did not want to hear from Caleb and Joshua, the two spies who had positive things to say about Israel.

"Actually, the land was not so bad. Yes, the fruit was very big, but that was a blessing. The land was so fertile it produced enormous, delicious fruit. The people were giants, but G-d was on the Jew's side. G-d is much more powerful than any human army, however powerful or strong. And thirdly, the people dying wherever the spies went was a miracle that G-d had performed for the spies' benefit. The people in Canaan, as the Land of Israel was then called, were so busy burying their dead that they did not notice these little Jewish spies, and did not harm them in any way.

"So you see, it is all in perspective. They looked at the land negatively and this caused a negative response from the people, and in turn a negative response from G-d. If they would only have looked at the Land through positive eyes, life would have been very different for the Jews… As a punishment, the Jews had to wander in the desert for 40 years."

Debby looked at her muddy shoes, trying to work out what her brother meant. "I know", she said. "So basically I could look at the mountain as being beautiful instead of tiring, and the sun as pleasant warmth instead of how much it is getting in my eyes".

Her brother grinned and nodded. "Come, let's go get some sandwiches before they are finished." The two siblings ran towards the others, Debby slipping in the mud and trying to find something good to think about it.
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/385614/jewish/Shlach-Parshah-Lesson.htm
Shlach Parshah Lesson


By Malka Touger
Mirry always looked forward to Friday afternoons. That's when she and her mother would bake Challah together.

"You see, Mirry," her mother said as she placed the dough on the table. "We are going to fulfill the mitzvah of taking Challah -- separating a piece of dough and reciting the blessing."

"But we do that every week when we bake Challah," Mirry said with a puzzled look on her face.

"Yes," her mother replied as she cut away the proper amount of dough from the batch. "But this week it's special, because the mitzvah of taking Challah is mentioned in this week's Torah portion."

Mirry's mind wandered to the ancient Israel. She imagined people preparing to deliver portions of Challah to the Kohen's family. She could almost see them carefully setting these portions aside, making sure that they would not mix with other bread.

"Mom," Mirry suddenly asked as she braided her dough into a perfectly shaped Challah. "When we take Challah, we separate a piece of dough from the rest of the batch. It is supposed to go to the Kohanim, who are different and separated from the rest of the people. They have many responsibilities and privileges that other people do not have. I know their job is important, but isn't everyone supposed to be united? If we are supposed to have unity, why are there those that are different?"

"The separation between the Kohen, Levite, and Israelite is not intended to divide our people. Each group has different jobs to do in making our world. And doing this all together brings about complete unity among the entire world."
http://ohr.edu/yhiy/article.php/Parshat-Shlach.pdf?docid=3547&ie=1&showobject=1
LESSONS FROM THE PARSHA

GRASSHOPPER OR GIANT?

What was that little black thing, Avi? It jumped right in front of my face.” “I think it was a grasshopper, Chaim. Let’s look for it.” “There it is, I see it in the grass. It is a grasshopper.” “It sure is small, Chaim.” “Yes it is, Avi. It gives me a whole new perspective on the chet ha’meraglim (sin of the spies).” “That was no small sin, Chaim. It caused an entire generation to die in the desert. It prevented a miraculous conquest of Eretz Yisrael, which would have resulted in the Jewish people settling there under the leadership of Moshe Rabbeinu and brought the world to its final perfection. That would have been the greatest event in world history. What went wrong? What caused them to commit such a terrible sin?” “That question is the subject of much discussion among the meforshim. Rav Sholmo Volbe zt”l spoke about it. He focused on the verse, ‘There we saw the Nefilim, the sons of the giant from the Nefilim; we were like grasshoppers in

our eyes, and so we were in their eyes’ (Bamidbar 13:33).” “Grasshoppers are pretty small, as we see, Chaim.” 

Yes, Avi. The residents of the Holy Land were giants. Rav Hirsch cites the Gemora (Zevachim 113a) and explains that the flood waters caused a weakening of the productivity of the soil of the lands of the earth. The flood waters did not fall in Eretz Yisrael, therefore, the Holy Land’s power to produce giants was not diminished.*

The meraglim saw people and fruits that were physical giants. The Ha’amek Davar comments that their hearts fell from fear. They took this as a sign that they would not be able to overcome these physical giants. And so, they gave their bad report.” “How could such a thing have happened?” “That is Rav Volbe’s question. Let us not forget that these meraglim were Princes of Klal Yisrael. They had stood at Har Sinai, seen the revelation of the Shechina, and heard the Dibros from Hashem’s mouth. Their souls were filled with Torah and Yiras Shomayim. Would an Odom Godol ever describe himself as a grasshopper?

Never! How could they have been intimidated by the size of the residents of the land? Didn’t they know that Hashem would fight for them, just as He did in Mitzrayim and at  the Yam Suf?” “Yes, it is very surprising that they could make such a mistake.” “Rav Volbe answers that it all depends upon how a person sees himself. Does he focus on his ruchnius (spirituality) or his gashmius (physicality)? If the meraglim had kept their minds on their high spiritual madrayga (level), they could not have gone wrong. They were Gedolei Yisrael, full of Torah and mitzvos. They were living in the world of ruchnius –

only thinking about Hashem. What was there to fear? Nothing! He would take care of them. However, they lost the focus. They forgot about the ruchnius and entered the world of gashmius. In that physical world, they were small and weak next to the giants that lived in the land. And so, they lost their advantage – their ruchnius – and they failed.”

e have to learn a lesson from this, Chaim. We also are free to choose what we will focus on. We can spend our time thinking about Torah and mitzvos and be on an exalted madrayga. This leads to wonderful things. Because we think about Hashem, He thinks about us and helps us in every way possible. We should all be zoche (merit) to be with the Almighty, and have Him with us at all times.”

Kinderlach . . .

You can be a spiritual giant. Don’t lose the focus! Think about Hashem! Learn His Torah and keep it forefront in your minds. Always pay attention to His mitzvos and look for every opportunity to fulfill them. Remember that you are a keli (vessel) full of Torah and  mitzvos. That is your focus; that is your perspective; that is your life.
*He adds that this growth potential applies to ruchnius also. When a Jew living in Eretz Yisrael focuses on spiritual growth, the Land has the power to make him into a spiritual giant. Had the Klal Yisrael entered the Land at this time, they would have grown to this highest level possible, and returned the earth to its original perfection like Gan Eden.
LIFE’S TAPESTRY

The mitzvah of tzitzis (tying strings onto the corners of our garments) is unique. It has the power to remind us of all of Hashem’s mitzvos. As the verse states, “That you may see it (the tzitzis)  and remember all the mitzvos of Hashem and perform them” (Bamidbar 15:39). What gives the tzitzis this special capability that no other mitzvah has? The

Meshech Chochma has a beautiful parable to describe this precious mitzvah. 

The Almighty created His world unfinished. He placed mankind, creatures with free will, here on this planet. When we exercise our free will properly and follow the Will of the Creator, we perform constructive deeds known as mitzvos. These mitzvos fix up the world, and elevate it to a holy status. And so, the world is compared to an unfinished garment. Similar to our tallis (four cornered garment) which has two finished sides

and two sides left with unwoven strings. The Creator gave us a mitzvah to tie tzitzis (strings) and fix up the garment. And so, this is a parable to fixing up the world. We do our little part, by tying the strings, and we receive Divine Assistance the rest of the way.

verything that Hashem created in this world has a mitzvah associated with it. When we perform the mitzvah, we “tie” that thing to Hashem. That allows the wellsprings of nature to open up and pour out their blessings. And so, the universe comes to perfection.

If you, mankind, will weave together the threads of this world, you will become partners with Hashem in maase bereshis (the creation of the universe).

Kinderlach . . .

Have you ever created something? Built a model? Drawn a picture? Thought of a chiddush (original Torah thought)? Written an essay? Baked a cake? Didn’t you get a tremendous feeling of satisfaction? You can help create something bigger than all of those things put together. The universe. Do a mitzvah. Perfect the world. The next time you look at your tzitzis, remember all of the mitzvos. Weave them into the tapestry of life.
http://www.aish.com/torahportion/pArchive.asp?eventType=37&eventName=Shlach
There are other stories available as well at the above website.

http://www.aish.com/torahportion/family/Forgiveness0.asp
Shlach (Numbers 13-15) 
Forgiveness 
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No matter how angry we get, we should try to leave room in our hearts to be willing to forgive. In this week's portion, even though the people's wrong behavior angered God very much, He listened to Moses' plea to forgive them (14:20). When we forgive others we also behave in a Godly way.
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In our story, a kid finds out how far forgiving can go.
PICKING UP THE PIECES
"Give back my Gameboy!" Debby roared as she chased her cousin, Steve, across the carpet of their grandparents' living room.

"No way!" laughed Steve, managing to stay a step ahead of her. "I'm playing now and that's it."

"If you don't give it back right now I'll ... I'll never forgive you! Do you hear me - NEVER!" With that, Debby grabbed a big throw pillow off grandma's couch and flung it desperately at the boy.

C-R-A-A-A-S-H!!!

While the pillow missed Steve by a mile, it did manage to knock down and smash to smithereens the beautiful antique porcelain vase that Grandma had told Debby had belonged to her own grandmother. It was one of the most cherished possessions she owned!

In shock, the Gameboy long forgotten, Debby raced like a scared rabbit up the stairs and into the guestroom where she'd been staying, slamming the door behind her.

What a disaster! She thought to herself, breathing hard. Grandma is NEVER going to forgive me for smashing her vase - and who could blame her? I'd certainly never forgive someone who did that to me. In fact, she'll probably never even want to talk to me again ... or even want me to be her granddaughter...
Fortunately, her grandma was out shopping. So not knowing what else to do, Debby quickly packed up the small suitcase she'd just unpacked for what was supposed to be a long-weekend sleepover visit. She'd catch the first train back home ... anything other than having to face Grandma, and her shame at the unforgivable she'd done.

She wrote a short note telling her grandmother why she was leaving, how sorry she was, and how she expected never to be forgiven. She placed it on the coffee table where the vase used to be and ran up to get her suitcase.

She scurried back downstairs, suitcase in hand, turning her head to see her cousin giving her a strange look, then nearly bumped straight into her grandma who had just come home and was holding her note in her hand!

"I ... um ... I'm so sorry." Debby managed to stutter.

"I'm sorry too," said Grandma sadly, shaking her head. "I'm sorry that the vase is broken. But I'm even more sorry that my own grandchild could think that I don't love her enough to ever forgive her."

Seeing Debby's puzzled look, the woman curled her lips into a gentle smile. "This vase has been so precious to me because it reminds me of my own Grandmamma - how sweet she was, how she loved us and how no matter how big of a mistake I made she always had room in her heart to forgive me. Her lessons in how to forgive are something she passed onto me that is even more valuable than the rarest antique."

"So ... you mean you forgive me?"

"Of course I do, Debby. You shouldn't have been playing like that in here - and neither should have you, young man," she said, pointing to Steve. "And you'll both help me clean up this mess ... but yes, I forgive you and I hope that if one day your granddaughter does something that seems 'unforgivable' you'll forgive her too."

Debby felt like a huge rock on her chest had just turned into a cloud. As she passed Steve to get the dustpan, he held out the Gameboy to give back to her.

"Sorry," he muttered.

"I do forgive you for taking it," Debby sighed with a smile "but could you please just ask next time?"
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Ages 3-5
Q. How did Debby feel when she first broke the vase?
A. She felt like her Grandma would never forgive her.

Q. How did she feel in the end?
A. She was so relieved her Grandma forgave her and Debby also became more forgiving herself.

Ages 6-9
Q. What life-lesson do you think Debby learned that day?
A. Her attitude was to be unforgiving when people did her wrong. After seeing how forgiving her Grandma was and how it was a good family trait, she learned to be more forgiving, too.

Q. If someone purposely does something bad to us because he knows we'll forgive him - should we forgive him still?
A. In such a case someone is taking unfair advantage of our forgiving nature and we needn't forgive him until he becomes more sincere.

Ages 10 and Up
Q. Does forgiving someone who hurt us mean what he did to us was okay?
A. No. If what he did was wrong, it remains wrong and he will have eventually have to face the consequences one way or another. Forgiving means that we recognize that humans make mistakes and can validate them as people, without validating their improper actions.

Q. Do you think a person can truly forgive without 'forgetting'?
A. It depends what we mean by forgetting. While we may always mentally remember the event that happened, if we can't let it go and accept that on some deep, hidden level it was what G-d wanted and therefore will ultimately be for the best, we haven't truly forgiven.

Parsha Games

http://www.aje.org.uk/harayon/
K-2

Challah is our special bread for Shabbat. When we make our own challah, we set aside a piece of the dough and make a brachah. This mitzvah is called 'taking challah'
Middah/ Jewish Value

 - Making Challah for Shabbat
Activity 

Who likes challah?
Ask each child to think of an adjective to finish this sentence:
'Challah is...........' e.g. tasty, soft, yummy etc.
Are there different shapes of challah? 

Do some actions for making challah:
Mixing the yeast, sugar and water
Weighing and pouring the flour into a bowl
Mixing the flour and yeast mixture
Kneading the dough
Cover it and leave to rise
Knead again and shape
Brush with egg
Put in the oven 

Sing this song about challah: 
Tune: Pat-a-cake, Pat-a-cake
Pat a cake, pat a-cake baker's man,
Bake me a challah as fast as you can,
Mix it and knead it as quick as you're able,
So we can have it for our Shabbat table
3-4
The parashah relates the story of the twelve 'spies'. They were told by Moshe to go to Canaan (the Land of Israel) and see how good or bad it was. Ten of them didn't tell the complete truth. They frightened Bnei Yisrael so much that they wanted to return to Egypt and ended up spending forty years in the wilderness instead.
Middah/ Jewish Value

- Telling the truth
Activity 

Talk about the fact that the spies, not telling the truth and frightening the people, led them into not trusting Hashem. 
Ask the children to give examples of the consequences of not telling the truth. 

Then, as the parashah is about the 'spies', play 'Jewish I Spy'.
All the 'spied' items must have a Jewish connection.
5-6

Numbers play a big part in this parashah. There are ten spies who give a bad report, which some say is the reason we have ten men to make a 'Minyan'. Ten men need to congregate to show faith in Hashem, just as ten men congregated together and denied their faith in Hashem. The spies spent forty days travelling through the land and, as a consequence of their bad report, Bnei Yisrael spent forty years in the desert
Middah/ Jewish Value

 - Important numbers in Jewish life
Activity 

This activity is called 'Judaism by Numbers'.
Certain numbers appear regularly in Jewish life. For example:

	7
	- 
	Seven weeks of the Omer
The Shivat Haminim, the seven 'kinds' that grow in Israel

	4
	- 
	The Arba'at Haminim, the four 'kinds' for Sukkot
The Seder: four cups of wine, four questions of Mah Nishtanah, the four sons



Write the following numbers, or more, on individual pieces of card. With the children sitting so that they can all see, hold up a card (previously unseen) and see who can first connect the number to something from Jewish life.
15       613       10       2 
Think of other examples.
