NCYI Youth Groups Parshas Vayera
Parsha Outline

 

VaYera
· Sedom destroyed

· Sarah and Avimelech

· Sarah gives birth to Yitzchak

· Covenant with Avimelech

· Binding of YItzchak

· Rivkah is born

(http://www.headcoverings-by-devorah.com/HebEngTaNaKh_TorahSummary.htm)
Sefer Bereishit is divided into twelve parashiyot (weekly readings). The first two parashiyot cover 1,948 years of history and twenty generations. The third and fourth parashiyot focus only on one hundred years of Avraham's life. The message is - what Avraham stood for is what Creation is all about - what Avraham represented is what concerns the Torah. The Torah therefore dwells on the lives of the forefathers.

The balance of Sefer Bereishit (eight week parashiyot) is devoted to following the course of Avraham's descendants - Yitzchak, Yaakov, and the Twelve Tribes - as they further develop the philosophy and approach to live of their ancestor, Avraham. The ideology developed by Avraham becomes the basis for a unique nation, the further evolution and progress of the nation is presented in the following sefer - Shemot.

Sefer Bereishit not only describes the origin of the Jewish people, but traces the origins of all peoples of mankind.

 
* * * * *

Parsha Summaries
	Family Parshah
Parshah Roundup

Vayeira - G-d Reveals Himself

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/320914/jewish/Parshah-Roundup.htm
By Chani Benjaminson
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	   Abraham has just gone through a circumcision at 99 years old, not an easy age to go through this. So G-d sends a very, very hot sun so that no one should travel and stop in Abraham’s house to bother him while he is recovering. But Abraham is upset that there are no guests that day and sits by one of the entrances to his tent, waiting for someone to come so that he can fulfill mitzvah of having guests in one’s home.

So G-d sends three angels dressed as men to Abraham and Abraham excitedly runs to prepare a delicious meal for them. One of the angels announces that in one year from that time, Sarah would have a son. Sarah hears this and laughs; remember – she was 89 years old! 

The other angels are given a mission from G-d. They have to destroy the city of Sodom because it is full of wicked people who stole, killed and did lots of bad things. Abraham prays to G-d and asks Him to save the city but, alas, there are no righteous people in whose merit the city can be saved. But the angels save Lot, Abraham’s nephew who had moved to Sodom, and his family. As they lead them out of the city they warn them not to look back, but Lot’s wife looks book and turns into a pillar of salt. The city of Sodom gets turned over and disappears forever.

Abraham and Sarah move to Gerar where Sarah is again taken captive, this time by King Avimelech, but G-d reveals Himself to this king in a dream and warns him to free Sarah, and he does. A little while after this event, G-d remembers His promise to Abraham and Sarah, and Sarah becomes pregnant and has a child whom they name Yitzchak-Isaac as G-d told them to do. When Isaac turns eight days old they make a big party and circumcise him. Everyone sees the great miracle G-d has done - Sarah looks like a young woman of 20!

Abraham was a very special man who loved G-d very much, and to test his love, over the years G-d sent him different tests. In this parshah we learn that G-d sends Abraham the tenth and most difficult test of all: He commands him to bring his son Isaac as a sacrifice! Abraham doesn’t cry or complain, he takes Isaac, saddles his donkey and goes to Mount Moriah. There, Isaac himself doesn’t complain and lets his father tie him to the altar. At that point an angel stops Abraham and he is told that this was only a test, so Abraham sacrifices a ram instead and stores the horns away for the future. 

Mount Moriah is the mountain on which the Holy Temples were built, now known as the Temple Mount. At the end of the parshah we read that Rebecca, the daughter of Abraham’s nephew Bethuel, is born.
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	Vayeira Aliya Summary

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/580349/jewish/Aliya-Summary.htm
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   General Overview: In this week's Torah reading, Vayeira, angels visit Abraham and Sarah, informing them that Sarah would give birth to a child despite her advanced age. The angels whisk Lot and his daughters out of Sodom, and overturn and destroy the entire region. Abimelech, king of the Philistines, attempts to make Sarah part of his harem, but through divine intervention she is released unharmed. Isaac is born and Ishmael is expelled from Abraham's household. Abraham makes a peace treaty with Abimelech. The story of the "Binding of Isaac" is recounted – Isaac's "near-sacrifice" experience.



First Aliyah: G‑d paid Abraham a visit, as he sat at the entrance of his tent. Abraham suddenly noticed three travelers passing by, and ran to invite them into his home. These passersby, who were actually angels in human disguise, accepted the invitation, and Abraham and Sarah prepared a sumptuous feast for them. The angels informed Abraham that Sarah would give birth to a child exactly one year later. Eighty-nine-year-old, post-menopausal Sarah, who was standing nearby, heard this assurance, and laughed. G‑d was displeased with Sarah's lack of faith.



Second Aliyah: The angels departed, with Abraham escorting them on their journey. Their destination: the Sodom region; their mission: to destroy the five cities of the region, and rescue Lot (Abraham's nephew) and his family, who resided there. G‑d informed Abraham of His intention to destroy Sodom because of the great evil of its inhabitants. Abraham attempted to save the region, asking that it be spared if it contains fifty righteous people. When it was apparent that this was not the case, Abraham "bargains" with G‑d – eventually asking Him to spare Sodom even if there are only ten righteous individuals there, but even ten were not to be found.



Third Aliyah: The angels arrived in Sodom, and Lot invited them to his home to eat and rest. Word of Lot's guests spread throughout the city – a city that abhorred all acts of kindness – and the incensed residents of Sodom surrounded Lot' house, with intent to assault the guests. Lot refused the demands that he surrender his guests, and – as the Sodomites prepared to break down the door – the angels struck all those surrounding the house with blindness. The angels informed Lot of their mission, and encouraged him to flee. Lot, his wife, and two of his daughters were escorted out of the city to safety, and were warned not to look back as the city was being destroyed.



Fourth Aliyah: G‑d rained fire and sulfur on Sodom, and then overturned the entire region. Lot's wife looked back, and was transformed into a pillar of salt. Lot and his daughters took shelter in a cave. Assuming that the entire world was destroyed, Lot's daughter's intoxicated their father with wine, and seduced him – in order to repopulate the world. They each gave birth to a son – the antecedents of the Ammonite and Moabite nations. Abraham relocated to the Philistine city of Gerar. Abimelech, the king of the Philistines, took Sarah – who was presented as Abraham's sister – to his palace. G‑d afflicted the members of Abimelech's palace with a disease, and appeared to Abimelech in a dream warning him to return Sarah to her husband, Abraham. Abimelech obeyed, and also showered Abraham and Sarah with gifts, and he and his household were healed. Sarah conceived, and at the age of ninety gave birth to a son, who was named Isaac. Abraham circumcised Isaac when he was eight days old.



Fifth Aliyah: Isaac grew, and Sarah noticed that Ishmael, Isaac's older half-brother, was a potentially negative influence on her young child. She demanded of Abraham to expel Ishmael, along with his mother Hagar, from the household. Despite Abraham's initial misgivings, G‑d tells him: "Whatever Sarah tells you, listen to her voice!" Hagar and Ishmael wandered in the desert and eventually ran out of water. Ishmael was about to perish from thirst when an angel "opened Hagar's eyes" and showed her a well of water. Ishmael grew up in the desert and became a skilled archer.



Sixth Aliyah: At that point, Abimelech approached Abraham and requested to enter into a treaty with him, whereby neither party will harm the other for three generations. Abraham agreed, but reprimanded Abimelech concerning a well of water which he had dug which was stolen by Abimelech's subjects. Abraham set apart seven ewes, telling Abimelech to take them as a testimony that he, Abraham, dug the well. Abraham planted an orchard and established an inn in Beer Sheba and proclaimed the name of G‑d to all passersby.



Seventh Aliyah: G‑d commanded Abraham to take Isaac and offer him as a sacrifice on a mountain. Abraham took along Isaac and necessary provisions, and set out for the mountain. They arrived and Abraham built the altar and bound Isaac. As Abraham stretched out his hand to take the slaughtering knife, an angel ordered him to desist. Abraham offered a ram, which was caught in a nearby thicket, in lieu of his son. G‑d promised Abraham great blessings as a reward for passing this difficult test. After these events, Abraham was notified that his sister-in-law had given birth to children. One of these children, Bethuel, was the father of Rebecca, Isaac's future wife.
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 http://ohr.edu/this_week/torah_weekly/4064
By Rabbi Yaakov Asher Sinclair
Three days after performing brit mila on himself, Avraham is visited by G-d. When three angels appear in human form, Avraham rushes to show them hospitality by bringing them into his tent, despite this being the most painful time after the operation. Sarah laughs when she hears from them that she will bear a son next year. G-d reveals to Avraham that He will destroy Sodom, and Avraham pleads for Sodom to be spared. G-d agrees that if there are fifty righteous people in Sodom He will not destroy it. Avraham "bargains" G-d down to ten righteous people. However, not even ten can be found. Lot, his wife and two daughters are rescued just before sulfur and fire rain down on Sodom and her sister cities. Lots wife looks back and is turned into a pillar of salt. Lots daughters fear that as a result of the destruction there will be no husbands for them. They decide to get their father drunk and through him to perpetuate the human race. From the elder daughter, Moav is born, and from the younger, Ammon. Avraham moves to Gerar where Avimelech abducts Sarah. After G-d appears to Avimelech in a dream, he releases Sarah and appeases Avraham. As promised, a son, Yitzchak, is born to Sarah and Avraham. On the eighth day after the birth, Avraham circumcises him as commanded. Avraham makes a feast the day Yitzchak is weaned. Sarah tells Avraham to banish Hagar and Hagar's son Yishmael because she sees in him signs of degeneracy. Avraham is distressed at the prospect of banishing his son, but G-d tells him to listen to whatever Sarah tells him to do. After nearly dying of thirst in the desert, Yishmael is rescued by an angel and G-d promises that he will be the progenitor of a mighty nation. Avimelech enters into an alliance with Avraham when he sees that G-d is with him. In a tenth and final test, G-d instructs Avraham to take Yitzchak, who is now 37, and to offer him as a sacrifice. Avraham does this, in spite of ostensibly aborting Jewish nationhood and contradicting his life-long preaching against human sacrifice. At the last moment, G-d sends an angel to stop Avraham. Because of Avraham’s unquestioning obedience, G-d promises him that even if the Jewish People sin, they will never be completely dominated by their foes. The parsha ends with the genealogy and birth of Rivka.



Parsha Songs

[The lyrics are supplied here. For the tunes, please click on the link]

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/573563/jewish/Parshah-Song.htm
Lyrics:     By Cheryl Knobel and Rivkah Neuman
From North to South, from East to West
Avrohom’s tent was open to guests
Three malochim were sent
Each to do something different

A son you will have, Sara was told
She laughed and said, "I’m too old,"
The next malach came to destroy S’dom
The third came to heal Avrohom

Chorus:
Avrohom ran to the malochim
To be machnis orchim

Yitzchok was born one year later
Avrohom proved his faith was greater
Hashem tested Avrohom
He was willing to give up his son

* * * * *

Parsha Questions & Answers
Selected from the following website: 

http://chinuch.org
Parshas Vayeira Questions by Rabbi Shlomo Spiro
Name___________________________

1) What number Parshas is Vayeira? __________

2) Why did Hashem visit Avraham? (Two answers) a)__________________________________________________________________ b)___________________________________________________________________

3) Three Malachim also came to visit Avraham, what was each Malach’s job? ________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________

4) What did Sarah do wrong after she heard what one of the Malachim said? __________________________________________________________________

5) Hashem told Avraham he was going to destroy _________________.

6) Why did Hashem tell him that he would destroy the place? ________________ ______________________________________________________________________

7) What was one thing someone was not allowed to do in the city where Lot was living? _______________________________________________________________

8) The malachim warned everyone not to look back, but Lot's wife looked back and was turned into ______________________________.   

9) Lot did not want to live with Avraham so he escaped to a tiny cave.  Lot's daughters were afraid that now that everything was destroyed they would not have anyone to marry.  What did Lot’s daughters do? __________________ ___________________________________________________________________

10)  What were the names of Lot’s daughter’s sons?  (Two Names) ____________ ______________________________________________________________________
11) Who kidnapped Sarah and who was he? ________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________
12) Why did the guy who kidnapped Sarah let her go? _______________________ ______________________________________________________________________
13) As promised, a son, Yitzchak, was born to Sara and Avraham.  On what day after the birth did Avraham gave him a bris? 
14) What did Sarah do to Yishmael and why? _____________________________ ______________________________________________________________________
15) What did the Malach promise Yishamel? _______________________________ _____________________________________________________________________
16) Why did Avimelech enter into a partnership with Avraham? ______________ ______________________________________________________________________ 

17) What was the 10th and final test that Hashem put Avraham through? _______ ______________________________________________________________________
18) How old was Yitzhcak at the time of the 10th test? ____________________
19) Why was this such a big test? __________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________
20) Because of Avraham's unquestioning obedience, Hashem promised him that even if the Jewish People do Aveiros, they would never be completely destroyed by _________________________.
* * * * *

Questions By Rabbi Normie Lowenthal
____________ השבוע שם   פרשת
The Pitgam Hashavua is..

. ד  פסחים   לְמִצְווֹת   מַקְדִימִין   זְרִיזִין
"Those that are "speedy" get to do good deeds."

Which two מִצְווֹת (Mitzvot) do we learn about from the incident of the מַלָאכִים (Angels)

coming to Avrohom?

חוֹלִים   בִּקוּר - visiting the sick, and אוֹרְחִים   הַכְנָסַת - hospitality

What three things did the מַלָאכִים come to do?

Heal Avrohom (since at 99 years. he had just had a מִילָה   בְּרִית ), tell Sara that a child will be born in a year, and tell Avrohom about Hashem’s plan to destroy סְדוֹם (S’dom)

At what number of צַדִיקִים (righteous people) did Avrohom stop asking Hashem not to destroy סְדוֹם ? Why?

He stopped at ten because in the מַבּוּל (flood), Hashem destroyed the world, even thought there were 8 צַדִיקִים Why were Lot and his family not to turn around and watch the destruction of ?סְדוֹם Since they really deserved to be destroyed with them-- and since Lot’s wife turned around, she turned to מֶלַח (salt).

Where did Avrohom and Sara go when people stopped coming to their area because of what

happened to סְדוֹם ?

To פְלִישְׁתִּים (Plishtim), where Sara was taken to Avimelech’s palace...

How old were Avrohom and Sara when יִצְחָק was born?

Avrohom was 100 and Sara was 90 years old.

Why did Sara want to send Yishmael away, and what happened when she did?

He was a bad influence on Yitzchok, so Sara sent Hogor and Yishmael away. When their food ran out in the desert, Hashem listened to the starving Yishmael (who had done תְּשׁוּבָה ) and showed Hogor where to find water.

Why was the place of the בְּרִית (pact) between Avrohom and Avimelech called שֶׁבַע   ?בְּאֵר בְּאֵר is the well they made the deal at, and שֶׁבַע is for swearing, as they swore to each other.

Where did Avrohom go to fulfill the last test (offering Yitzchok as a קָרְבָּן ) Hashem gave him?

To ה- הַמוֹרִיָ   הַר (Mt. Hamoria), where the Bais Hamikdosh would later be.

When did Hashem make and prepare the אַיִל (ram) that Avrohom brought in Yitzchok’s place?

The last moments before Shabbos on the sixth day of creation.

What did Avrohom hear about after the story of the עַקֵידָה ? 

That his cousin בְּתוּאֶל (Bituel) had a daughter, רִבְקָה (Rivka)

לְבָּנִים   סִימָן   אָבוֹת   מַעַשֶׂה -The deeds of our fathers are a sign for the children. In this week’s פַּרְשָׁה we can learn many מִידוֹת (character traits) from Avrohom. Although the most obvious מִידָה (character trait) is that of חֶסֶד (loving-kindness and generosity), we can also learn about humility from Avrohom. Avrohom’s עַנָוָה (humility) can be seen in the following two instances:

1) Even after Hashem revealed Himself to him about סְדוֹם , Avrohom still referred to himself as “ וְאֵפֶר   עָפָר " - as just “dust and ash.”

2) After successfully passing the test of the עַקֵידָה (offering Yitzchok), it says that Avrohom returned to the youths- he went back to them, considering himself no higher than his youths.

Parsha Quiz

The Pitgam Hashavua is..

. ד  פסחים   לְמִצְווֹת   מַקְדִימִין   זְרִיזִין
"_____________________________________________."

1. What three things did the מַלָאכִים come to do?

2. At what number of צַדִיקִים (righteous people) did Avrohom stop asking Hashem not to destroy סְדוֹם ? Why?

3. Where did Avrohom and Sara go when people stopped coming to their area because of what happened to סְדוֹם?

4. How old were Avrohom and Sara when יצחק was born?

5. Why did Sara want to send Yishmael away, and what happened when she did?

Extra credit

6. What was the last test that Hashem gave Avrohom and where did he go to fulfill it?
* * * * *

Parsha Stories
	Family Parshah
Vayeira Parshah Lesson

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/321717/jewish/Vayeira-Parshah-Lesson.htm
By Malka Touger
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	  Outside the study door of the great Rabbi, Menachem Mendel of Lubavitch, stood his little grandson, a boy of four or five years old. He was waiting for a private meeting with his grandfather, to receive a blessing in honor of his birthday.

As the door opened and the little boy walked in, he burst into tears. His grandfather lovingly calmed his grandson and asked him, “Why are you crying, my child?”

Trying to muffle his sobs, grandpa, he cried, “I just learned that G-d appeared to Abraham. Why doesn’t He appear to us, too?”

Gentle, wise eyes gazed deeply into the child and comforted his burdened little heart. “My dear grandson,” the great Rabbi explained, “When a ninety-nine year old, a holy man, decides to circumcise himself, then he deserves to have G-d appear to him.”

Children often burst into tears when they do not get what they want. But are those things really worth crying about?

We can see from this story what a child should insist upon, and what could bring him to the point of tears. A young child should want to see G-d, not only to be told about it. The story teaches every child could desire and ask for this.
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* * * * *

LESSONS FROM THE PARSHA

http://ohr.edu/this_week/kinder_torah/3702
Kinder Torah © Copyright 2008 Simcha Groffman 

Parashas Vayera
Dust and Ashes

So Hashem said, ‘The outcry of Sdom and Amorrah is great, and their sin is very grave,’ (Bereshis 18:20). Due to this horrible state of affairs, the Almighty was prepared to destroy Sdom and Amorrah. Avraham Avinu, however, was not at peace with this. “And Avraham came forward and said, ‘Will You stamp out the righteous along with the wicked? Perhaps there are fifty righteous within the city? Would You indeed stamp it out rather than spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people within it?’“ (18:23, 24). Amazingly, Hashem agreed to Avraham’s request. However, Avraham proceeded further. “Behold, now, I have taken upon myself to speak to the Lord although I am but dust and ashes” (18:27). This statement is truly astounding. How could Avraham refer to himself as dust and ashes? Didn’t he realize who he was? Avraham Avinu was a king with a royal household. He was a prophet whom the Creator of the universe chose to speak to personally. Hashem had just agreed to Avraham’s request, which showed that He valued his opinion. Was a man of this stature no more than dust and ashes?

The Gemora (Chullin 89a) praises Avraham’s statement. The Holy One Blessed be He said to Klal Yisrael, “I desire you. (Why?) Even at the time that I bestow greatness upon you, you humble yourselves before Me. I granted greatness (to these leaders of My chosen nation). Avraham responded, ‘I am dust and ashes.’ Moshe and Aharon said about themselves, ‘What are we?’ (Shemos 16:7). Dovid HaMelech referred to himself as a ‘worm and not a man’” (Tehillim 22:7). Our tsaddikim possessed exemplary humility.

The Mesillas Yesharim (Chapter 22) speaks at length on the subject of humility. “How great are the humble in spirit! . . . They are humble in heart and thought” (Sota 5b). A person with an honest heart does not allow himself to be deceived by any good trait that he may possess. He should not elevate himself nor be proud or haughty. Instead, he should thank the One who has been gracious to him; and strive to grow constantly in humility.

The truly great humble person is compared to a poor person who accepts kind gifts from people. He cannot help but be ashamed because he must accept the gifts. The more kindness he receives, the greater is his shame. So too it is with us. We receive kind gifts from Hashem every moment of every day of our lives. All of the good qualities and things that we possess are gifts from him. How can we ever repay Him? As Dovid HaMelech said, “What can I return to Hashem for all of His loving-kindness to me?” (Tehillim 116:12).

Contrast this with the proud person. Our Sages relate examples of people who took credit for their good deeds and were punished accordingly. If one cannot even take credit for good things that he has done, he surely cannot become selfimportant and proud because of them. We learn from the Mesillas Yesharim that pride is nothing more than self-deception. We must not deceive ourselves. We should give credit where credit is due – to the

Almighty, Creator of the universe. What can we take for ourselves? Humility.

Kinderlach . . .

How do we relate to our good deeds? Did you learn well today? Boruch Hashem. He gave you the intelligence, patience, and concentration necessary to learn Torah. Did Imma cook a delicious meal today? Boruch Hashem. He provided her with the food to cook, the kitchen, the knowledge, and the koach to make the meal. Does Abba bring home parnassa (income)? Boruch Hashem. The Almighty is providing the family with money that they need

to keep serving Him. Do we take credit for these good things? Absolutely not! We humbly acknowledge that they are all gifts from Hashem. Work on your humility, kinderlach. Do not take credit for yourselves. Give it to the One Who is responsible – the Provider of all good things – Hashem.
Pray for Others

There is no fear of G-d in this place” (Bereshis 20:11). What place? In Gerar, the kingdom of Avimelech. Avraham and Sara traveled to Gerar after the destruction of Sdom and Amora. “Is this your wife or your sister?” the men of Gerar asked him. “That is how you treat a guest?” comments Rashi. You should ask him whether he needs food and drink. Instead you ask him about his wife. You only want to kill him and take her for a wife. You have no fear of Hashem.

Avimelech and his court were punished for their behavior. “Hashem surely closed every womb in the home of Avimelech upon the word of Sara the wife of Avraham” (Bereshis 20:18). Yet they were healed by the power of Avraham’s prayer. “And Avraham prayed to G-d and G-d healed Avimelech and his wife and his maidservants and they gave birth” (Bereshis 20:17). The very next verse states, “And Hashem remembered Sara... and she became pregnant and Sara bore a son to Avraham in his old age.” Rashi explains the juxtaposition of these two events. Avraham prayed to Hashem to open the wombs of the people of Gerar. Therefore, Hashem opened Sara’s womb. One can pray for Hashem’s mercy to fulfill his friend’s needs. If the one who prays is lacking the same thing, he will be answered first.

Perhaps we can understand this as follows. When one prays for another, he reaches a level of empathy with the other person. He truly cares for him. He feels his lack because he is lacking the same thing. Hashem says (so to speak), “You care for one of my children? Then I care for you. I will grant your request first.”

Kinderlach . . .

We all have our special requests that we pray for every day. Do you know someone else who needs the same thing? You can certainly empathize with him. He is lacking the same thing as you. You know how he feels. Pray for him. Put all of your heart into it, as if you were praying for yourself. Truly care for him. No prayer is ever wasted. Hashem hears you. If the thing you request is good for you, then Hashem will answer your prayers. First.

Parasha Questions:

• Why did only two malochim come to Sdom, and what were their jobs?

(Rashi 19:1)

• When did the malochim come to Lot?

(19:3 and Rashi)

• Were there any tsaddikim in Sdom?

(Rashi 19:4)
* * * * *
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Family Parsha Vayeira  
by Nesanel Yoel Safran 


This article can also be read at: http://www.aish.com/tp/pak/fp/68255982.html 

Vayeira (Genesis 18-22)

Pass the Test 


[image: image9.png]Torah Portion





A test isn't only something we take at school - it can be something that makes us choose between right and wrong. In this week's Torah portion (Gen. 22:1) we learn how God tested Abraham. And in our lives, too, we can become better people when we 'pass the test' and choose to do what's right.
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In our story, a kid discovers there's more than one way to 'pass a test.'
ACE IN THE HOLE
Robbie had just settled in, placing his textbooks, notepad, calculator and pencils neatly on the smooth, white desk of the library study cubicle. Though he was a good student, he knew he'd have to really dig in and put in a full day of cramming if he was going to ace his geometry mid-term test.

He opened up his book and dug into the first practice example when he heard some loud talking on the other side of the cubicle. He was about to go ask whoever it was to quiet down, when he thought he recognized the voices. Curious, he listened in:

"Please, Kevin, you've gotta help me get ready for this test!" It was Mike, that skinny guy in his class who always looked nervous and never raised his hand.

"No way! I'm too busy studying myself to waste time helping you."

"But you don't understand," Mike was pleading, "If I flunk another math test, my dad said he was going to give away my bike!"

"Your bike?"

"Yeah. He said I waste too much time riding and not enough time studying, that's why I mess up in school. But it's not true - I really try. I just can't lose my bike. I can't! It's the only good thing I have!"

"Hey, look, Mike," Robbie could hear Kevin say, "I'm sorry you're in trouble and everything, but I simply can't spare the time to help you. Now please leave me alone."

Then there was quiet. Robbie could see Mike, holding his textbook, shuffle away from Kevin's desk and go sit by himself at a table at the far side of the room.

Okay, Robbie told himself, let's get studying.
As he started on the examples, Robbie saw that although he remembered how to do most of them, he was definitely rusty and this last-minute study session was just what he needed to make the difference between doing good and doing great.

He shot another glance over to Mike's table and saw him open the book, stare at it a few seconds, then put his head down on top of it like he was sleeping. But Robbie knew he wasn't sleeping because he could see the kid's shoulders shaking every few seconds - as if he was crying.

Poor kid, Robbie thought. Too bad I don't have the time to help him. There's just no way I could - not if I want to ace the test...
* * *

Mike, head still down on the table, was in the middle of a miserable daydream about how lousy life was going to be stuck at home all the time without his bike, when he thought he felt someone tapping him on the shoulder. He looked up with a start through red-rimmed eyes.

"Hey, sorry to bother you, Mike … but I was sitting by myself trying to study for the midterm and for some reason I just can't concentrate. Would you mind if we, like, worked together on it?"

Mike wanted to pinch himself to make sure he wasn't dreaming. Here was Robbie, one of the class brains, asking me to study with him!
"If you get stuck on something I'll help you, and if I get stuck, you can help me. What do you say?" Robbie asked.

Mike didn't have to say anything, because his amazed, thrilled and grateful eyes said it all.

As the two boys sat down together, Robbie had no idea what kind of grade he was going to end up getting on the midterm, but one thing he knew for sure - he had already passed his test with flying colors.
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Ages 3-5
Q. How did Robbie feel at first about helping Mike studying for his test?
A. He felt like he didn't have time to help him.

Q. How did he feel in the end?
A. He felt good that he passed the test of being selfish and decided to help a kid in trouble.

 

Ages 6-9
Q. What life-lesson do you think someone could learn from this story?
A. Many times in life, we are tested to choose between right and wrong, generous and stingy, kind and cruel, etc. When we pass our tests and choose properly we grow into better, kinder and more spiritual people.

Q. What do you think was Robbie's 'test'?
A. He had in front of him a choice whether to help a sincere, but unfortunate classmate whose quality of life really depended on his passing the math test - or merely devoting all his time efforts to himself, knowing full well that he was going to do reasonably well on the test either way. He chose kindness over selfishness and doing so, passed his test.

 

Ages 10 and Up
Q. Does passing our tests always mean not doing for ourselves?
A. Not necessarily. Although many times the proper choice is to be altruistic, there are times that we must take care of our own legitimate needs and thus passing the test might mean saying 'no.'

Q. One of our sages once said 'Life is nothing but tests.' What do you think this means?
A. God gave us life and put us in the world to grow spiritually. This growth comes when we freely choose to do, say and even think the right thing. Therefore, we are constantly placed in situations where we can make those choices.

* * * * *

Parsha Games

Vayera
	Akeda Skit 

	


	


	




	Activity: Act out Akedat Yitzchak. Cast includes Avraham, Yitzchak, a ram, the Satan, and Hashem. (Be sure to clarify that it was only a test and Hashem didn’t actually want Avraham to sacrifice his son.)

  

	Welcome to Avraham's Tent 










Props: 

-A sheet 

-Various items you would give a guest- (a fruit, a bottle of water, a pillow) 

Activity: Spread the sheet on the floor, and tell all the kids to get on. Explain that Avraham lived in the desert, where the sand was very hot. He lived in a tent so his feet were protected, and he would spend the day looking for other people who’s feet were also hot so he could invite them in. Ask the kids whether they see anyone who might want to join them on the sheet. (It’s funniest if you ask some random person standing around outside.) Have the kids invite the guest onto the tent, bring them a chair, take off their shoes, give them a pillow, feed them, etc. Then have the kids take everything back, return the shoes, and wish their guest a nice journey.  

(Note: Although ideally it would be more accurate to make a tent and have the kids sit under it, that may be boneh so try to avoid it.)  
  

  

Guest Catching 










Props:
*-Balloons (optional: with faces on them) 

(*This prop requires preparation before Shabbat)
- Sheet 

Discussion: What do you do on a really hot day? Well, Avraham didn’t do any of that. In fact, he sat outside in the hot sun. And why? Because he was looking for guests. 

Activity: Everyone grabs part of the sheet, so it’s suspended in the middle. Explain that this is Avraham’s tent, and any guest that comes by must be brought into the tent. Throw the balloons into the air one at a time, while the kids run around with the sheet and catch them all. Make sure as each guest comes in, the old ones don’t fall out! 

  




 Courtesy of  parshaactivities.com
