The Story of Passover
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The Complete Story of Passover

The story of Passover has its beginning in the days of Abraham.

When G-d promised Abraham (then still called Abram) an heir, whose seed would be as numerous as the stars, G-d also informed him at the same time of the long period of enslavement his children would endure for 400 years, until they would be liberated "with abundant substance."

First of Abraham's descendants to arrive in Egypt was Joseph, whose miraculous rise from slavery to the Viceroyalty is one of the most inspiring narratives of the Torah.

In the dramatic story of Joseph and his brothers we can clearly see the guiding hand of Divine Providence which led Jacob and his family cheerfully to Egypt.

The arrival of Jacob and his family in Egypt was a march of triumph. So was also the departure, 210 years later, of his children, the children of Israel, from Egypt a march of triumph.

There was this difference: the small family of seventy souls had become a great and unified nation of several million souls, of whom 600,000 adults (men only) marched forth "with a high hand."

The story of Passover, climaxed by Shavuot (with the Giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai), is the story of the birth of the "kingdom of priests and holy nation", our Jewish people.
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Four Hundred Years Of Exile

"…And G-d said unto Abram: Know of a surety that Your seed shall be a stranger in a land not is not theirs; and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years. And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge; and afterwards shall they come out with great substance."

(Genesis 15: 13,14)

"….the 400 years of exile and affliction began with the birth of Isaac. When Isaac was sixty years of age his son Jacob was born, and at the age of 130 Jacob came to Egypt, that makes 190 years. In Egypt the children of Israel actually spent 210 years, that makes 400 years in all".

(Rashi)

"Even on that selfsame day it came to pass that all the hosts of the L-rd went out from Egypt."

(Exodus 12:41)

"When the end came G-d did not delay them even to the extent of a wink: On the 15th day of Nissan Isaac was born and on the 15th day of Nissan (400 years later) the children of Israel were liberated from Egypt."
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Israel's Enslavement

Joseph and his brothers died, and the children of Israel multiplied in the land of Egypt. Soon after King Pharaoh also died, and a new king ascended the throne. He had no sympathy and love for the children of Israel, and chose to forget all that Joseph had done for Egypt.

He decided to take action against the influence and growing numbers of the children of Israel. He called his council together, and they advised him to enslave these people and oppress them before they grew too powerful.

Pharaoh embarked upon a policy of limiting the personal freedom of the Hebrews, putting heavy taxes on them, and recruiting their men into forced labor battalions under the supervision of harsh taskmasters.

The children of Israel were forced to build cities, erect monuments, construct roads, work in the quarries, and hew stones or burn bricks and tiles.

But the more the Egyptians oppressed them, and the harder became the restrictions imposed upon them, the more the children of Israel increased and multiplied.

Finally, when King Pharaoh saw that forcing the Hebrews to do bard work did not succeed in suppressing their growing numbers, he decreed that all newly born male children of the Hebrews be thrown into the Nile River. Only daughters should be permitted to live.

Thus he hoped to end the numerical increase of the Jewish population, and at the same time, to eliminate a danger which, according to the predictions of his astrologers, threatened his own life in the person of a leader to be born to the children of Israel.

The only group of Jews that escaped enslavement was the tribe of Levi. Levi was the last of Jacob's sons to die, and his influence over his tribe was great and lasting.

They had taken over the Torah academy Jacob had established in Goshen and they instructed the children of Israel in the knowledge of G-d and His holy teachings.

Thus they were occupied with spiritual matters and did not mix with the Egyptians, while many of their brethren had given up their old customs and way of life. Except for their language, clothing, and names, many of the children of Israel had become completely assimilated into the social and cultural environment of their Egyptian neighbors, and they were the ones to arouse the wrath of the Egyptians.

The children of Levi, however, were spared the slavery and oppression which the Egyptians imposed upon the rest of the children of Israel.

Levi's grandson Amram, the son of Kehat, married Jocheved, and she bore him three children. Their first child was a girl by the name of Miriam, who was later to become a great prophetess of the Jewish people. The second child was Aaron, the highest priest of G-d, famous for his extraordinary love of peace.

Next to Moses, he was the greatest leader of our nation in his time. It was Amram's youngest son Moses who was destined to lead the children of Israel from Egypt and to receive for them the Holy Torah on Mount Sinai.
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The Divine Ambassador

No longer could the children of Israel endure their terrible suffering and persecution at the hands of their cruel overlords.

Their cries for help, their supplications and prayers, coming from the very bottom of their hearts, pierced the heavens. G-d remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and decided to deliver their descendants from bondage.

Moses was eighty years old, and his brother eighty three, when they entered the palace of King Pharaoh. Pharaoh asked the two brothers what they wanted.

The message sounded like a command: "Thus had the Lord G-d of Israel said, `Let My people go, that they may hold a feast to Me in the desert.' "

Pharaoh haughtily refused, saying that be had never heard of the G-d of the Israelites, and that His name was not registered in his list of gods of all nations.

He further accused Moses and Aaron of a conspiracy against the government, and of interfering with the work of the Hebrew slaves.

At Moses' suggestion, Aaron then performed the miracles G-d had enabled him to perform, but Pharaoh was not greatly impressed, for his magicians could do almost as well.

On the same day, Pharaoh ordered his supervisors to increase the demands on the children of Israel and to make

their burden still heavier. If they had time to think of liberty and worship of G-d and similar ideas, quite unbecoming to slaves, then they must be getting too much leisure, Pharaoh thought.

Whereas they had been supplied with the raw materials heretofore, they now had not only to produce the same amount of labor, but in addition, they had to produce their own raw material for the bricks.

The children of Israel were physically unable to cope with such an impossible task, and they suffered even more than before. In desperation, the children of Israel bitterly reproached Moses and Aaron for making their fate even worse, instead of helping them.

Deeply hurt and disappointed, Moses prayed to G-d. G-d consoled him and assured him that his mission eventually would be successful, but not before Pharaoh and all of Egypt would be smitten by terrible plagues, in order to be adequately punished for oppressing the children of Israel.

The children of Israel would then see and recognize their true and faithful G-d.
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The Ten Plagues

When Pharaoh continued to refuse to liberate the children of Israel, Moses and Aaron warned him that G-d would punish both him and his people.

First, the waters of the land of Egypt were to be turned into blood. Moses walked down with Aaron to the river. There Aaron raised his staff, smote the waters, and converted them into streams of blood.

All the people of Egypt and the king himself beheld this miracle; they saw the fish die as the blood flowed over the land; and they turned with disgust from the offensive smell of the sacred river. It was impossible for them to drink of the water of the Nile far-famed for its delicious taste; and they were forced to dig deep into the ground for water.

Unfortunately for the Egyptians, not only the floods of the Nile but all the waters of Egypt, wherever they were, turned to blood. The fish died in the rivers and lakes, and for a whole week man and beast suffered horrible thirst. Yet Pharaoh did not give in.

After due warning, the second plague came to Egypt. Aaron stretched his hand out over the waters of Egypt, and frogs swarmed forth. They covered every inch of land, and entered the houses and bedrooms!

Wherever an Egyptian turned, whatever he touched, he found there the slimy bodies of frogs, the croaking of which filled the air.

Now Pharaoh became frightened, and he asked Moses and Aaron to pray to G-d to remove the nuisance, promising that he would liberate the Jewish people at once.

But as soon as the frogs had disappeared, he broke his promise and refused to let the children of Israel go.

Then G-d ordered Aaron to smite the dust of the earth with his staff, and no sooner did he do so than all over Egypt bugs crawled forth from the dust to cover the land.

Man and beast suffered untold misery from this terrible plague. Although his counselors pointed out that this surely was Divine punishment, Pharaoh steeled his heart and remained relentless in his determination to keep the children of Israel in bondage.

The fourth plague to harass the Egyptians consisted of hordes of wild animals roving all over the country, and destroying everything in their path. Only the province of Goshen, where the children of Israel dwelt, was immune from this as well as from the other plagues.

Again Pharaoh promised faithfully to let the Jews go out into the desert on the condition that they would not go too far. Moses prayed to G-d, and the wild animals disappeared. But as soon as they had gone, Pharaoh withdrew his promise and refused Moses' demand.

Then G-d sent a fatal pestilence that killed most of the domestic animals of the Egyptians. How the people must have grieved when they saw their stately horses, the pride of Egypt, perish; when all the cattle of the fields were stricken at the word of Moses and when the animals upon which they looked as gods died smitten by the plague!

They had, moreover, the mortification of seeing the beasts of the Israelites entirely unhurt. Yet Pharaoh still hardened his heart, and would not let the Israelites go.

Then followed the sixth plague, which was so painful and so loathsome that it must have struck the people of Egypt with horror and agony.

G-d commanded Moses to take soot from the furnace, and to sprinkle it towards heaven; and as Moses did so, boils burst forth upon man and beast throughout the land of Egypt.

Now, Moses announced to the king that a hail-storm of unprecedented violence was to sweep the land; no living thing, no tree, no herb, was to escape its fury unhurt; safety was to be found only in the shelter of the houses; those, therefore, who believed and were afraid might stay in them homes, and drive their cattle into the sheds.

Some of the Egyptians took this counsel to heart; but the reckless and the stubborn left their cattle with their servants in the fields.

When Moses stretched forth his staff, the hail poured down with violence; deafening thunder rolled over the earth, and lightning rent the heavens, and ran like fire along the ground.

The hail did its work of destruction; man and beast who were exposed to its rage died on the spot; the herbs were scattered to the wind, and the trees lay shattered on the ground. But the land of Goshen, untouched by the ravages of the storm, bloomed like a garden amidst the general devastation.

Then Pharaoh sent for Moses and acknowledged his sins. "The Lord is righteous," he said, "and I and my people are wicked. Entreat the Lord, for it is already too much, that there should be no more thundering and hail; and I will let you go, and you shall stay no longer."

Moses replied: "When I am gone out of the city, I shall spread out my hands to the L?rd; the thunder will cease, and neither will there be any more hail, that You may know that the earth is the Lord's." And it happened as Moses had stated: the storm ceased?but Pharaoh's heart remained hardened.

The next time Moses and Aaron came before Pharaoh, he appeared somewhat relenting, and asked them who was to participate in the worship the Israelites wanted to hold in the desert.

When they told him that everyone without exception, young and old, men, women, and animals, were to go, Pharaoh suggested that only the men should go, and that the women and children, as well as all their possessions, should remain in Egypt.

Moses and Aaron could not accept this offer, and Pharaoh became angry and ordered them to leave his palace. Before leaving, Moses warned him of new and untold suffering. But Pharaoh remained adamant, even though his advisers counseled against further resistance.

As soon as Moses left the palace, he raised his arms towards heaven and an east wind brought swarms of locusts into Egypt, covering the sun, and devouring everything green that had escaped the hail and previous plagues.

Never in the history of mankind had there been such a devastating plague of locusts as this one. It brought complete ruin upon Egypt, which had already been thoroughly ravaged by the previous catastrophes.

Again Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron, and implored them to pray to G-d to stop this plague. Moses complied, and G-d sent a strong west wind that drove the locusts into the sea. When relief came, Pharaoh's obstinacy returned to him and he refused to liberate the people of Israel.

Then followed the ninth plague. For several days all of Egypt was enveloped in a thick and impenetrable veil of darkness, which extinguished all lights kindled.

The Egyptians were gripped with fear, and remained glued to their places wherever they stood or sat. Only in Goshen, where the children of Israel dwelt, there was light. But not all of the Jews were saved from this plague.

There were a few who wanted to be regarded as Egyptians rather than as members of the Hebrew race, and who tried, therefore, to imitate the Egyptians in everything, or, as we call it, to assimilate themselves. They did not want to leave Egypt. These people died during the days of darkness.

Again Pharaoh tried to bargain with Moses and Aaron, bidding them depart with all their people, leaving only their flocks and herds behind as a pledge. Moses and Aaron informed him, however, that they would accept nothing less than complete freedom, for the men, women and children, and that they were to take all their belongings with them.

Now Pharaoh became angry and ordered Moses and Aaron to leave and never to return. He warned them that if they were to come before him again, they would die.

Moses replied that it would not be necessary for them to see Pharaoh, for G-d would send one more plague over Egypt, after which Pharaoh would give his unconditional permission for the children of Israel to leave Egypt.

Exactly at midnight, Moses continued, G-d would pass over Egypt and smite all first born, man and beast.

Of the children of Israel, however, nobody was to die. A bitter cry would sweep Egypt, and all the Egyptians would be gripped with terror, lest they all die. Then Pharaoh himself would come to seek out the leaders of the Hebrews, and beg them to leave Egypt without delay!

With these words, Moses and Aaron left Pharaoh, who was seething with rage.
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The Exodus From Egypt

In the first day of the month of Nissan, two weeks before the Exodus from Egypt, G-d said to Moses and Aaron:

"This month shall be unto you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year to you. Speak unto all the congregation of Israel saying:

In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household; and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month; and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at dusk.

And they shall take of the blood and put it on the two side posts and on the lintel, upon the houses wherein they shall eat it. And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; with bitter herbs they shall eat it... And you shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; but that which remains of it until the morning you shall burn with fire.

And thus shall you eat it: with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it in haste?it is the L?rd's Passover.

And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and there shall be no plague upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.

And this day shall be unto you for a memorial, and you shall celebrate it as a feast unto the Lord, throughout your generations.

"Seven days shall you eat unleavened bread, and put away all leaven from your houses. And it shall be when your children shall say unto you: What is the meaning of this service?

You shall say: It is the sacrifice of the Passover to G-d who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt when he smote the Egyptians and delivered our houses."

Moses told all this to the children of Israel, and they did as G?d had ordered them through Moses and Aaron.

Midnight of the fourteenth to the fifteenth of Nissan came, and G-d smote all first born in the land of Egypt, from the first born of King Pharaoh, down to the firstborn of a captive in the dungeon, and all the first born of the cattle, exactly as Moses had warned.

There was a loud and bitter wail, for in each house a loved one lay fatally stricken. Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron during that very night, and said to them:

"Arise, go out from among my people, both you and the children of Israel; and go, serve the Lord as you have said; and take your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and go, and bless me also." At last, then, the pride of the stubborn king was broken.

Meanwhile the children of Israel had been preparing for their hasty departure. With beating hearts, they had assembled in groups to eat the paschal lamb.

They stood at the midnight meal, arrayed as they had been commanded. The women had taken from the ovens the unleavened cakes, which were eaten with the meat of the roasted lamb.

The sun had already risen above the horizon when, at the word of command, the whole nation of the children of Israel poured forth into the cool, still, eastern morning.

But not even amidst their trepidation and danger did they forget the pledge given by their ancestors to Joseph, and they carried his remains with them, to inter them later in the Land of Promise.

Thus the children of Israel were liberated from the yoke of their oppressors on the fifteenth day of Nissan, in the year 2448 after the creation of the world.

There were 600,000 men over 20 years of age who, with their wives and children, and flocks, crossed the border of Egypt as a free nation.

Many Egyptians and other non Israelites joined the triumphant children of Israel, hoping to share their glorious future.

The children of Israel did not leave Egypt destitute. In addition to their own possessions, the terrified Egyptians had bestowed upon them valuables of gold and silver, and clothing, in an effort to hasten their departure.

Thus G-d fulfilled in every detail His promise to Abraham that his descendants would leave their exile with great riches.

Leading the Jewish people on their journey during the day was a pillar of cloud, and at night there was a pillar of fire, giving them light. These Divine messengers not only guided the children of Israel on their way, but also cleared the way before them, making it both easy and safe.
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Crossing of the Red Sea

Quite the shortest route for the children of Israel to the Promised Land would have been through the land of the Philistines.

However, G-d wanted to give the newly born Jewish nation the opportunity to throw off the remnants of Egyptian influence, and to educate them in the new ways of a holy life, through the Divine Torah, which was to be given to them on Mount Sinai.

Furthermore, the shortest way to the Holy Land would have involved the people in a war with the Philistines, and it was doubtful whether the children of Israel, who had just left centuries of continuous slavery behind, would be strong enough to fight like free men; they might decide to return to Egypt rather than face a bloody war. Therefore, G-d led the Jewish people in a roundabout way which took them through the desert to the Red Sea.

After three days, Pharaoh received word of the progress of the children of Israel. The unexpected direction of their march made him think that they had gotten lost in the desert.

Pharaoh now regretted that he had permitted them to leave. He therefore mobilized his army and personally took the lead of his choicest cavalry and war chariots, in hot pursuit of his former slaves.

He reached them near the banks of the Red Sea and pressed them close to the water, in an effort to cut off their escape.

Some groups of the Jewish people were ready to fight the Egyptians; others preferred to drown in the floods of the sea than to risk defeat and a return to slavery.

A third group of frightened and feeble people began to complain against Moses, fearing that he had lured them out of the safety of Egypt to die in the desert. "Because there were no graves in Egypt," they exclaimed, "have you taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you done this to us, to lead us forth out of Egypt? Is not this the word that we spoke to you in Egypt, saying, 'Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians?' For it is better for us to serve the Egyptians than that we should die in the wilderness."

But Moses, calm and firm in one of the most trying moments of his life, said: "Fear not, stand still and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will show to you today: for as you have seen the Egyptians today, you shall see them again no more forever.

The Lord will fight for you, and you shall keep yourselves quiet."

Moses led the Jewish People onwards until they came to the very borders of the Red Sea. The pillar of cloud now changed its position; for, retreating from the front to the rear of the Hebrew hosts, it floated between the two armies.

Then G-d spoke to Moses: "Lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea, and divide it; and the children of Israel shall go into the midst of the sea on dry ground."

Moses did as G-d ordered him. He raised his staff, and stretched his hand over the sea; a strong east wind rose and blew the whole night. By that storm, the waters of the Red Sea were divided, and gathered into a wall on either side, leaving a dry passage in the midst.

The Jewish People marched at once along that dry path which extended from shore to shore, and gained the opposite side in safety.

The Egyptians continued their pursuit, without hesitation, in the same track. But the wheels of their chariots became clogged in the bed of the sea, and glided off. They were unable to proceed; and they felt that they were once more vainly struggling against the Lord.

They turned to flee, but it was too late; for at the command of G-d, Moses stretched forth his staff, and the waters resumed their usual course, closing over the chariots and horses and warriors, over the whole host of Pharaoh. "There remained not so much as one of them."

Thus G-d saved the children of Israel from the Egyptians on that day. Israel saw His great power; they recognized G-d and believed in Him and in His servant Moses.

Then Moses and the entire congregation sang this Song of Praise to G-d for their miraculous rescue:

"I will sing unto the Lord for He is highly exalted;
The horse and its rider He has thrown into the sea.
The Lord is my strength and song, And he is become my salvation; This is my G-d, and I will glorify Him; My father's G-d, and I will exalt Him.
The Lord is master of war, The Lord is His name.
Pharaoh's chariots and his army He cast into the sea, And his chosen captains are sunk in the Red Sea.
The deep waters cover them; They went down into the depths like a stone.
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in power, Your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy.
And in the greatness of Your excellency You overthrow those that rise up against You; You send forth Your wrath; it consumes them as stubble.
And with the blast of Your nostrils the waters piled up, The floods stood upright as a heap; The deep waters were congealed in the heart of the sea.
The enemy said: I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; My lust shall be satisfied upon them; I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.
You blew with Your wind, the sea covered them; They sank as lead in the mighty waters.
Who is like unto You, O Lord, among the mighty?
Who is like unto You, glorious in holiness, Awesome in praises, performing wonders?
You stretch out Your right hand, The earth swallowed them.
You in Your love have led the people whom You redeemed; You guided them in Your strength to Your holy abode.
The nations have heard, they trembled; pangs of fear gripped the inhabitants of Philistia.
Then the chiefs of Edom were terrified; The mighty men of Moab, trembling took hold upon them; all the inhabitants of Canaan melted away.
Terror and dread fell upon them; by the greatness of Your arm they are as still as stone; Until Your people pass over, O Lord, until the people pass over which You have acquired.
You bring them in, and plant them an the mountain of Your inheritance,
The place, O Lord, which You have made for You to dwell in, The sanctuary, O Lord, which Your hands have established.
The Lord shall reign forever and ever."
As the last words of the song died away, Miriam seized her timbrel, and followed by a multitude of Hebrew maidens and women, went forth in procession dancing and chanting:

"Sing to the Lord, for He is gloriously exalted; the horse and its rider has He thrown into the sea."
Questions and Answers

Questions:

1. What is the Shabbos before Pesach called?

2. When is the first day of Pesach?

3. What do we get rid of before Pesach?

4. What is Chametz?

5. What is the berachah made when searching for chametz?

6. What do we eat on Pesach?

7. How does eating matzah remind us of yetzias mitzrayim?

8. Why does a firstborn fast on erev Pesach?

9. Why is the first night of Pesach called Leil Shimurim?

10. What does the word Pesach mean?

11. What does the word Seder mean?

12. What are the fifteen stages of the Seder?

13. What is the book we use to guide us through the Seder called?

14. What is the last piece of matzah eaten during the Seder called?

15. How many makkos did Hashem smite the Egyptians with?

16. How many cups do we drink at the Seder?

17. Why do we eat maror on Pesach?

18. Why is Pesach called Zman Cheruseinu?

19. What are the intermediate days of Pesach called?

20. When do we begin counting Sefiras Haoemer?

Answers:

1. Shabbos Hagadol

2. The fifteenth of Nissan

3. Chametz

4. Any of the five grains mixed with water and cooked or baked long enough to rise or expand.

5. Al biur chametz

6. Matzah

7. The Bnei Yisrael were in the middle of baking bread when they were told to leave mitzrayim in a hurry. Their bread did not have enough time to rise and become chametz.

8. To commemorate his having been spared from makas bechoros, in which every firstborn male of mitzrayim was killed. 

9. Hashem watched and protected the Bnei Yisrael while the geulah took place.

10. Pesach means that Hashem passed over the homes of Bnei Yisrael in which the mitzvah of karbon Pesach was being fulfilled during makas bechoros. 

11. Seder means order. 

12. Kadesh, Orchatz, Karpas, Yachatz, Magid, Rachtzah, Motzei, Matzah, Maror, Korech, Shulchan Orech, Tzafun, Borech, Halel, Nirtzah

13. The Haggadah

14. The Afikoman

15. Ten

16. Four

17. Maror reminds us of the bitter lives the Bnei Yisrael had in Mitzrayim.

18. Zman Cheruseinu means the time of our freedom.

19. Chol Hamoed

20. The second night of Pesach

Passover Songs
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The above website provides the tunes for seven common Passover songs (the fifteen steps of the seder, echad mi yodea, dayenu. ha lachma anya, mimitzrayim gealtonu, al achas, vehi she’amda).

The following is selected from the Young Israel MEGA Youth Program Manual

The Ballad of the Four Sons

(sung to the tune of “O My Darlin’)

Said the father to his children

“At the seder you will dine,

You will eat your fill of matzah

You will drink four cups of wine.”

Now this father had no daughters

But his sons they numbered four,

One was wise and one was wicked

And one was simple and a bore.

And the fourth was sweet and winsome,

He was young and he was small

While his brothers asked the questions, 

He could scarcely speak at all.

Said the wise son to his father

“Would you please explain the laws?

Of the customs of the seder

Will you please explain the cause?”

And the father proudly answered,

“As our fathers ate in speed,

Ate the Paschal lamb ‘ere midnight

And from slavery they were freed.

So we follow their example

And ‘ere midnight must complete

All the seder and we should not

After 12:00 remain to eat.”

Then did sneer the son so wicked

What does all this mean to you?

And the father’s voice was bitter

As his grief and anger grew

“If yourself you don’t consider

As a son of Israel

Then for you this has not meaning

You could be a slave as well.”

Then the simple son said simply,

“What is this?” and quietly

The good father told his offspring

We were freed from slavery.”

But the youngest son was silent

For he could not ask at all,

His bright eyes were bright with wonder

As his father told him all.

“My dear children, heed the lesson

And remember even more

What the father told his children

Told his sons that numbered four.” 

The following is selected from the Young Israel MEGA Youth Program Manual

Why we keep Pesach
(a poem by Miriam Meyers)

‘Twas many hundred years ago 

That in the far-off land

Of Egypt dwelt the Israelite –

A peaceful, happy land.

But pharaoh, the Egyptian king,

Was wicked as could be;

He made the Israelites his slaves

And whipped them dreadfully.

To Moses G-d then spoke and said,

“Go tell this cruel king

That he must let my people go,

Or on him I will bring

Such punishment as he deserves;”

 But Pharaoh did not heed

So G-d sent ten most dreadful plagues

And soon the Jews were freed.

To Egypt then they bade good-bye,
And Moses led the way

Across the desert’s burning sands

They tramped their weary way.

But pharaoh soon was sorry that

He set his slaves all free;

“I’ll go and bring them back,” he said

“To work and build for me.”

So with his army he set out

The fleeing host to find;

The Red Sea they had almost reached

When he came behind.

Whatever could they do, poor things

Before them was the sea – 

Behind, the foe marched quickly on

They had no place to flee.

The Lord of Host came to their aid:

The waves aside He tossed,

And on dry land – the Red Sea bed – 

The Jews in safety crossed.

And pharaoh and his army great 

Rushed on with leap and bound;

Down came the walls of water great

And all of them were drowned.

I hope you like this that

I’ve told you in this rhyme – 

The reason that we celebrate

This good old Pesach time.
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POEM-Shir shel Makkos 
Now listen to us Paroh

We worked for you, you know

And the wages that you paid us

Were mighty, mighty low

We’re sick of mixing mortar

It’s time for us to go

But Paroh shakes his head and laughs

Definitely, Absolutely, Positively NO!
But you’ll be sorry Paroh

You’d better let us go

But Paroh keeps on laughing

Definitely, Absolutely, Positively NO!
The blood remember Paroh

Was not a glass of beer

How did you like the froggies

All croaking in your ear?

Why don’t you take a warning

And right now let us go

But Paroh shakes his head and sneers

Definitely, Absolutely, Positively NO!
But you’ll be sorry Paroh

You’d better let us go

But Paroh keeps on laughing

Definitely, Absolutely, Positively NO!
They itched and twitched you, Paroh

The lice sure took to you

And the wild beasts came to visit

They grabbed a bite or two

Your cattle seemed unhealthy

So why not let us go

But Paroh shakes his head and shouts

Definitely, Absolutely, Positively NO!
But you’ll be sorry Paroh

You’d better let us go

But Paroh keeps on laughing

Definitely, Absolutely, Positively NO!
The boils were pleasant Paroh

You looked so puffy and red

Did you really mind the hailstones

That rapped you on the head 

But better yet is coming

Unless you let us go

But Paroh shakes his head and groans

Definitely, Absolutely, Positively NO!
But you’ll be sorry Paroh

You’d better let us go

But Paroh keeps on laughing

Definitely, Absolutely, Positively NO!
What hungry locust Paroh

They picked your country clean

And the darkness really scared you

You couldn’t sit or lean

Just stood there looking silly

Now wise up let us go

But Paroh shakes his head and moans

Definitely, Absolutely, Positively NO!
But you’ll be sorry Paroh

You’d better let us go

But Paroh keeps on laughing

Definitely, Absolutely, Positively NO!
How sad your firstborn Paroh

That there is no fun for him

We’re glad that when the sea split

You came along to swim

We simply must be leaving

Oh won’t you miss us so

But Paroh shakes his head and cries

Definitely, Absolutely, Positively NO!
But you’ll be sorry Paroh

You’d better let us go

But Paroh keeps on laughing

Definitely, Absolutely, Positively NO!
One final word dear Paroh

Let’s hear it clear and slow

And that’s what Paroh’s crying

Definitely, Absolutely, Positively GO!
Play
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The Ten Makkos

Dam: Blood 

#1: OK, everyone! Quiet down! We have no time to waste-this is our last practice.

#2: But we don’t know our parts yet!

#3: Well, let’s just start. OK, the first plague please stand up.

#4: Hello, everybody! I’m “DUM.”

#5: Hey, what do you mean I’m “DUM?” Rabbi Karmel, which one of us is DUM?

Rabbi Karmel: How many times do I have to tell you dummies—you’re both DUM! Now get on with it.

#4: OK. Hello everybody. The first of the ten makos-plagues-was the plague of “DUM” –blood.

#5: All the water in Egypt turned into blood and the Egyptians had nothing to drink.

#4: Unless, of course, they bought it from the Jews.

#5: I was going to say that, you dummy!

#4: Anyway, it was a real bloody mess. 

Tzefardea: Frogs

[#6 and #7 come jumping on to the stage with a few stuffed Kermits].

#6: Hi! I’m Kermit the Frog and here is my pal.

#7: We’ve been having a great time these past couple of months…You know frogs just love leap years.

#6: All you guys think you were the only ones with ancestors in Egypt. Well, so did we!

#7: Yeah, and the story goes that those Egyptians were really bad until we took over the country.

#6: Yeah, we drove them so crazy, some of them even croaked!

Kinim: Lice

#8: Hey, guess what. What were you able to find in all the freezers in Egypt during the third plague?

#9: I give up.

#8: Lice cubes!

#9: Bad joke but good point! If you think those frogs were bad, we had them itching and scratching a whole day long.

#8: Anyway, we gotta go. Have a lice day!

Arov: Wild Animals

#10: Hey, why are we picked for this part?

#11: Because the next plague was “Arov”-wild animals-and everyone knows we’re wild animals.

#10: Man, just imagine the trouble our ancestors made during the fourth plague when wild animals came from anywhere. Boy, were those Egyptians on the run!

#11: How did they get away with all that trouble?

#10: I guess Mrs. Hartenstein’s ancestors didn’t give out detentions back then. 

Dever: Death of Cattle

#12: What has four legs and flies?

#13: I give up.

#12: All the Egyptians’ animals during the plague of “Dever” – when all the livestock died.

#13: That’s not funny!

#12: You bet it wasn’t funny for the Egyptians with all their herds gone.

#13: Boy, it must’ve smelled as bad as Travis Robins’ locker.

Shechin: Boils

#14: Hey, what’s happened to our faces? We look like we’ve broken out in a rash.

#15: Well, to tell you the truth, I just hope those Jews would break out in a rush!

#14: Yeah, why doesn’t King Pharaoh let them go—these pimples are killing me. 

#15. Don’t complain, just wait till you get to high school!

Barad: Hail

#16: What’s hot and cold and hurts all over?

#17: How can something be hot and cold at the same time?

#16: That’s exactly what the Egyptians said until they were hit with icy hail with fire inside.

#17: I guess when Pharaoh wanted the Jews to hail the king he didn’t know what he was in for!

Arbeh: Grasshoppers

#18: Boy, after that hail there must have been nothing in Egypt left to eat!

#19: Well, whatever was left was now destroyed by the eighth plague of Arba-locusts. 

#18: I’ll bet Pharaoh’s popularity wasn’t too high at the time.

#19: No, it wasn’t. As a matter of fact, if the elections were held today, Bill Clinton  would’ve won Pharaoh in a landslide. 

Choshech: Darkness

#20: Hey, why did my alarm go off in the middle of the night?

#21: Black out! Black out! I can’t see a thing! Are the lights off all over town or only in the house? Did we blow a fuse?

#20: I don’t think so—but I’m about to blow a fuse! It looks like the only lights are coming from the Jewish section of town. Boy, what could be worse than this?

#21: Well, that depends if you’re a first born…

Makkas Bechoros: Death of the Firstborn

#22: Why is that guy going jogging in the middle of the night—in his pajamas?!?

#23: Well, it looks like some kind of emergency. He’s banging on all the doors looking for Moshe. 

#22: Hey, am I crazy or is that Pharaoh?

#23: You are crazy, and it is Pharaoh!

#22: Are you sure?

#23: Yeah, I’ve heard that he has little airplanes and hockey players on the royal pajamas. It must be him. 

#22: Hey, what’s that announcement? All the Jews are free to have as much extra outdoor recess as they want!

#23: Yes, and we celebrate this every year. 

Passover Stories
http://www.chabad.org/kids/article_cdo/aid/1610/jewish/A-Seder-without-Wine.htm
A Seder without Wine


By Nissan Mindel
A seder without wine? How can it be? You ask. Everybody knows we have to drink four cups of wine at the seder, in remembrance of the four stages of liberation from Egyptian bondage.

Indeed so important are these four cups of wine that we make a blessing on each of them, while on the first cup of wine we make the kiddush.

A seder without wine is almost unthinkable! Yet, it happened once upon a time when a whole Jewish community had to make the seder without wine. This is what our story is about.

It happened many years ago, in a land ruled by a king, who was not unfriendly to the Jews. Indeed, one of his best friends was the Rabbi of the community, whom the king admired for his wisdom and learning, kindness and humility?

A combination of virtues he did not find among his courtiers. The king just loved to spend time with the Rabbi, discussing matters of importance. And when the king had any problem, he asked the Rabbi's advice, and he never had any cause for regret.

Everything would have been well, except that the king had a prime minister who was no friend of the Jews, and who was especially jealous of the friendship the king showed to the Rabbi.

One day the prime minister asked the king why he was showing such friendship to the Rabbi."Why not?" replied the king. "I admire his wisdom and learning; there is nothing but kindness and fear of G-d in his heart, and he is most loyal to me and wishes me well. He certainly deserves my friendship!"

"What if I proved to your Majesty that the Rabbi is not all that he pretends to be, and that behind your Majesty's back he will not hesitate to break your laws, and speak unkindly of your Majesty?"

"I doubt very much if you can prove any such thing," replied the king confidently. "But if you do, I will know how to deal with him. On the other hand, if you fail to prove your reckless accusation, I will know how to deal with you. And so, my dear prime minister, how do you propose to prove your accusation?"

"The day after tomorrow the Jews will begin celebrating their Passover festival. On the first two nights of the festival they have a special feast, a "seder" they call it, when they drink four cups of wine.

So important is wine for their seder that a Jew will gladly sell his last shirt to be able to have wine for the seder.

Now, I suggest, your Majesty, that you command the Rabbi to tell the Jews that no one, not even the Rabbi himself, shall drink any wine at the seder. Then you will see if the Rabbi and the other Jews carry out your order, and what they say about your Majesty"

"And how are we going to find this out?" asked the king.

"I know that before the Rabbi sits down to his own seder table, he visits the Jewish guest house, where a public seder is arranged for the poor and homeless wandering Jews that happen to be in town. If we disguise ourselves, it will be easy for us to join the crowd and witness the seder"

"So be it," the king agreed. "But I warn you: you are playing with your head!""It's my head against the Rabbi's head," the prime minister challenged.

The following day the king sent for the Rabbi, and when he appeared, the king said to him: "I command you to tell the Jews that no one, not even you, my friend, shall drink any wine at the seder on penalty of death!"The Rabbi was surprised and saddened, but he answered, dutifully: "Your Majesty's command shall be obeyed."

True to his word, the Rabbi sent out word to all the Jews in the city: "By order of the king, Jews are forbidden to drink wine at the seder; but except for that, the seder should be celebrated in the usual way and with the usual joy and inspiration; and each time, when the Haggadah calls for the drinking of a cup of wine, an empty cup should be lifted,and the following prayer recited:

`Master of the World! It is revealed and known to you that we sincerely desire to do Your Will, but his Majesty the king forbade us to drink wine tonight on penalty of death. Since, according to Your holy Torah, the saving of life puts aside the mitzvah of the four cups, we pray for Your forgiveness for not drinking wine tonight."'

In the guest house the table was set for the seder. For each place?setting there was a Seder Plate, with matzah, bitter herbs and the other required items; there were spotless wine glasses and cups, and bottles filled with red wine.

Soon the room was filled with celebrants, who seated themselves around the table. Among them were two strangers, dressed as poorly as the rest, but since all were strangers, no one paid any particular attention to them. Certainly it did not occur to anyone that those two were none other than the king and his prime minister.

Presently the Rabbi came, and all rose respectfully in his honor. He seated himself at the head of the table and greeted everyone with a hearty "good Yom Tov."

The first item of the seder was, of course, Kaddesh: to make kiddush on the first of the four cups of wine. The Rabbi reminded all the guests of the king's decree. He bade them to rise and lift up empty wine glasses and recite after him the prayer he had composed for this occasion: "Master of the World," etc.

Everyone faithfully followed the Rabbi's instructions, and the wine bottles were left untouched. Otherwise, the seder proceeded as joyously and inspiringly as ever.

The king and his prime minister sat through the entire seder and heard the same prayer repeated four times. Everyone, including the king, enjoyed the seder meal; only one person sat there like a bereaved man among bridegrooms, the unhappy prime minister.When the seder was over, the king and his prime minister left the guest house together. Before parting at the gate of the palace, the king told his prime minister to be sure to appear before him the following day in mid-afternoon.

The following morning the king sent a messenger to the Rabbi to summon him to appear before the king at mid afternoon.At the appointed time the Rabbi and the prime minister met at the gate of the palace, and both were ushered in before the king.

Turning to the Rabbi, the king said: "Unknown to you, worthy Rabbi, I and my prime minister were your guests at the seder last night. We were disguised, of course, and we came to see with our own eyes if you would obey my order. The foolish prime minister had staked his head, assuring me that you would not.

I am happy that you did faithfully carry out my order, though I sincerely regret having caused you and all the Jews unnecessary heartache by interfering with your sacred seder celebration. But the prime minister shall pay for his folly. I place him in your hands: choose any kind of death for him, and it shall be done!"

"Your Majesty," the Rabbi replied, "ever since we lost our Sanctuary in Jerusalem no Rabbinic court is authorized to pronounce a death sentence on anyone.""In that case," said the king, I shall pronounce his death sentence: he shall be hanged publicly forthwith!"

Then the king told the Rabbi that the decree prohibiting wine drinking was lifted, and the Rabbi could now make it known to all Jews that they could again drink all the wine they wanted.

The happy news quickly spread among the Jews and was received with great jubilation. The second seder was celebrated with extraordinary joy and deep gratitude to the Almighty in celebration, not only of the miracles and wonders of the liberation from Egypt, but also of the miracle that happened to them in getting rid of a cruel enemy.

It was the happiest Passover that they had ever celebrated.

The following is selected from the Young Israel MEGA Youth Program Manual

Read Between the Lines

A man came to call on Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berdicev. “Rabbi,” he said, “I have a sh’elah (question of Jewish Law) to ask. May one with little money substitute milk for wine during Pesach?” “No my son,” replied the rabbi, “here is some money; go get yourself some good red wine.”

When the visitor left, the Rebbetzin cried out to her husband, “Was it really necessary to give that man so much money for wine? Would not a ruble or two have been enough?” “My dear wife,” the rabbi replied, “if the man was ready to use milk at the seder instead of wine, it showed that he head neither meat nor fish and probably not even a matzah. The amount I gave him will, at least, help prepare an adequate seder.”

http://www.aish.com/passfamily/passfamilydefault/Taking_the_Cake.asp
Note: there are additional stories located the above website
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by Nesanel Yoel Safran
	
	Bread isn't the only thing that can get puffy. People also sometimes puff themselves up by bragging and acting conceited. Matzah teaches us is to un-puff ourselves.


On Passover, Jews all over the world eat a special flatbread called matzah. The only difference between it and regular bread is that matzah is baked before it has a chance to puff up and rise. But bread isn't the only thing that can get puffy. People also sometimes puff themselves up by bragging and acting conceited. One of the big lessons of Passover is to un-puff ourselves and learn to be down to earth like the humble, holy matzah. 

In our story a kid learns the lesson of the matzah.
One of the highlights of Passover vacation was the annual spring science fair. Kids came together in a big auditorium from schools over the state to display their award-winning projects and compete for the grand prize of a free trip to Israel. Though he hadn't won the grand prize, Alex Frankel was feeling pretty proud of himself, as one of judges had just told him he had won an honorable mention -- and 50 dollars cash for his project on plant photosynthesis. 

As Alex waited for his prize, he decided to go take a look at some of the other displays. He noticed that the kid in the booth next to him had done a project about how bread and cake rises and how unleavened matzah stayed matzah. "Hey, that's kind of neat," he said to the boy whose nametag had 'Josh' written on it. "Looks like you really worked hard, Josh. Too bad not everyone could win a prize like I did, isn't it?"

Josh smiled uncomfortably and nodded. Alex hoped he hadn't hurt the kid's feelings, but still he had earned the right to brag a bit, hadn't he? Head held high, Alex looked down from the top of his nose at the kid's project, and shook his head. "Don't mind me saying so Josh, but if you want to win a prize next year -- like I did -- you have to make things look a little more, um... professional." 
Alex continued to give Josh a whole list of tips and pointers, while Josh listened carefully, nodding his head, and saying "good idea" every one in a while. 

All of the sudden there was a big commotion. Alex turned around to see the whole panel of judges with big smiles on their faces, together with what looked like news reporters with big cameras wearing headphones, rushing his way. 

They must be coming to give me my prize, he thought. 

"Great talking to you Josh, better luck next time," Alex said hurriedly, as he tucked in his shirt and walked toward the delegation to accept his prize. 

As the reporter got closer, Alex flashed his best prizewinner's smile and held out his hand. But instead of taking it, the man pushed him aside. "Sorry kid, no time for autographs. I've got a job to do." Alex didn't get it. He turned on his heels and followed them, but didn't have to go far because the entire delegation stopped at the booth next to his, right in front of Josh! Flashbulbs started popping, and the head judge shook Josh's hand with a big smile and ceremoniously presented him with a free round-trip ticket to Israel.

Alex couldn't believe it. Josh had won the Grand Prize! And even more unbelievable was the whole time he had been bragging about his own little prize, Josh knew he was the grand prizewinner and still just humbly stood there without saying a thing! 

After the excitement died down and everyone was packing up, Alex went back over to Josh and shook his hand. "I guess you think I'm pretty foolish, huh, bragging like I did, when you were the real winner?" 

Josh just smiled sincerely and said, "Everyone here is a winner, prize or no prize," and offered Alex to take home one of the matzah snacks he had brought along. 

Alex gratefully accepted and hoped that by eating the matzah this Passover he'd learn to be a bit more like it. 

Questions 

Ages 3-5
Q. How did Alex feel at first when he was talking to Josh?
A. He felt proud that he had won a prize and wanted to brag about it to Josh who hadn't.

Q. How did Alex feel in the end?
A. He was amazed that Josh had really won a much bigger prize than he did, but didn't brag at all. He felt silly more bragging and decide to be more humble for now on.

Ages 6-9
Q. What do you think makes the matzah we eat on Passover a symbol for being humble?
A. The unleavened matzah is flat and low. It doesn't puff up with air the way regular bread does when it rises. Therefore, it symbolizes humility and teaches us not to let ourselves get puffed up with conceited pride either. But more than this, our sages and mystics teach that eating properly made matzah on Passover can actually give us a big spiritual boost in our attempts to become more humble and better people. 

Q. Is there ever a time we should 'puff ourselves up'?
A.There can be times that we have to stand up for our own legitimate rights or those of others. Also, we should like ourselves and not put ourselves down. But puffing up for the sake of bragging and making others feel bad has no place in a spiritual life. 

Ages ten and up
Q. Passover is the festival of the freedom of the Jewish people from the slavery of Egypt. Who do you think is more free, someone who brags about his accomplishments to others, or someone who humbly keeps them to himself? Why?
A. Freedom, in a spiritual sense, means not being slavishly dependent on the approval of others to feel good about ourselves, but rather to get our sense of self-esteem from our closeness to God and doing what is right. When we brag, we are in effect saying 'approve of me, so I can feel good about myself.' A person who is truly free will feel good about himself even without the approval.

Q. Our sages teach that unbaked matzah dough will not begin to rise as long as it's being worked and kneaded, but once it sits idle it begins to puff up and rise. What analogy do you think we can learn from here about human nature?
A. As long as a person keeps busy doing worthwhile activities he is going to feel good about himself and have no need to put anyone else down, but once he 'sits idle' he is going to start feeling unproductive and bad about himself until the only way he can build himself up is by putting others down. A big secret of being happy is to keep busy doing things that count!
Games

http://www.aish.com/passfamily/passfamilydefault/Family_Fun_with_the_Ten_Plagues.asp
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by Rabbi Shraga Simmons
	
	Add an experiential, dramatic element to the evening.


Since the idea of the Seder is to get children interested and involved, the Ten Plagues is a good opportunity to add an experiential, dramatic element to the evening. Plan ahead with some props and you'll see how much fun the Seder can be -- for children and adults alike.

Here are some suggestions for the Ten Plagues: 

1) BLOOD -- Prepare a large, clear pitcher -- empty except for some red food coloring inconspicuously at the bottom. At the appropriate moment, pour in some water -- and watch the water magically turn to "blood!" (One technical point: Don't do the opposite and pour the food coloring into the water, as that would be a problem of "coloring" which is forbidden on Jewish holidays.) And if you're really brave, drink a little of the water, to re-enact the Midrash which says that even during the plague of blood, the Jews could still drink and have it taste like "water!"

2) FROGS -- Have everyone get out of their chairs and hop around the room, croaking like frogs. It's a good opportunity to stretch before the next part of the Seder.

3) LICE -- Go to your local toy store and buy a bunch of plastic bugs. At the appropriate moment, toss them onto the lap of the person next to you. Oriental Trading Company is a good source for plastic insects, and for other animal-based plagues!

4) WILD ANIMALS -- My personal favorite. Toy stores are filled with all kinds of plastic lions, snakes, elephants and bears. Plus you can put on a tiger mask or even a full gorilla costume to really get everyone in the spirit. 

5) PESTILENCE -- This is the plague where all the animals died of disease. If you can impersonate a dead animal, go right ahead...

6) BOILS -- The Egyptians were covered with open sores which caused them unbearable itching! Have everyone at your Seder table break out into an uncontrollable fit of itching. 

7) HAIL -- - Marshmallows (kosher for Passover!) work best for this. Foam balls and cotton balls work, too. If you're more adventurous, use ping-pong balls. 

8) LOCUSTS -- What do grasshoppers do? They hop. It's good exercise before the festive meal. 

9) DARKNESS -- Since the laws of Yom Tov forbid the use of electricity, don't turn off your lights. I know somebody once who tried to be very clever and put his lights on a "timer," set to go off during the plague of darkness. He misjudged, and they wound up eating most of the meal in the dark. A better alternative is to have everyone put on a blindfold and try walking around the room for two minutes! 

Another idea: The Midrash says that during the plague of darkness in Egypt, the Jews searched the Egyptians' homes for valuables, which they were later given as "payment" for the many years of hard labor. So try hiding costume jewelry around the room, and turn it into a treasure hunt. 

10) FIRST BORN -- We don't recommend you try this at home. We certainly would have preferred that the Egyptians would have acknowledged God's sovereignty, and been spared this terrible punishment. 

Another idea: Buy an aqua-colored mylar "curtain" from a party store, and have everyone pass through the splitting of the sea, decorated with a sign that says: "You are now leaving Egypt."

The point here is to be creative. Give each child a brown paper bag filled with props. Have fun! 
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