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A Father’s Pride and Joy

By Rabbi Michael J. Broyde

Dearest Aaron,

write this letter to you on the day

of your commencement of basic

training in the IDF and T write as

much for me as for you — but in

truth, I write words from the heart

to express my love and admiration
for you and what you have set out to ac-
complish.

You come from a family of cowards.
I never even thought of serving in the
military, neither in Israel nor in America;
your grandfather picked a profession in
the 1950’ that was draft-exempt, for a
reason, and your great-grandfather (af-
ter whom you are named) bought an egg
farm in Vineland NJ in 1941 to make sure
he would not serve in World War II. But
yet -- running directly against a multi-
generational trend -- here you are start-
ing the IDF with the rest of your hesder
class of the Hesder Yeshiva of Petach
Tikvah, as a member in training of the
Kfir Brigade. You are the first “Broyde”
to serve in any army in centuries, to be
honest.

I am exceptionally proud of you and 1
write to express both why I feel that way
and how deep my feelings are.

We raised you to be a Religious Zion-
ist full of the vim and vigor of that won-
derful ideology and movement. Whether
it is through the frequent trips to Israel,
near constant learning with the mem-
bers of the Atlanta Torah Mitzion Kollel
or ongoing exposure to religious Zionist
role models — you first met the Rosh Ye-
shiva of your yeshiva in our house during
a shabbaton — we wanted living in Israel
to be a real option for you. Anditis. We
are so proud of that.

That is not the choice I have made. I,
like most of my own teachers and friends,
have become an armchair Zionist. Asin-
volved as we might want to be in the reli-
gious Zionist enterprise, we all still seem
to be living in America. The dreams that
we have, we choose to keep as dreams, not
daring to fulfill them. Whatever excuses
we all might have — and I have my share

— in the end, they remain but (good) ex-
cuses. To have a dream perpetually un-
fulfilled remains very sad to me.

You, on the other hand, have chosen
bravely to act and fulfill your own dreams
and you moved to Israel last year at (what
we think is) the tender age of 17, and have
started your adult life in Israel. Your
choice not to seek to shirk any of your du-
ties as an Israeli soldier — as Americans
certainly can do — is a wonderful tribute
to you and your character. Your decision
to enter the IDF with your hesder class
represents an ideal manifestation of what
Torah and Avodah really can mean in our
world: You are living a life that properly
balances the various duties and obliga-
tions and many have told me that doing
so in the army is difficult and stressful.
Protecting Israel and her citizens is a life
saving activity for the community as a
whole, and reflects well on every person
who does it. Even if you fail on occasion
to live up to the ideals (and who never
fails?) that you set for your self, the solu-
tion is to try again and again to be better
— but the mission you are on is a proper
and holy one. [ am so proud of that.

Certainly, there are voices — even
within our own community or family -
who very much talk the talk of religious
Zionism, but not only do they not walk
the walk, they actively discourage the
flowers of our community from actually
fulfilling the obligations of Israeli citi-
zenship. You should not listen to those
voices. 'They are the voices of falsity and
temptation, Every time you hear some-
one say “but why would you actually
volunteer to serve” you should respond
with the honest courage that I have heard
from you many times: “if we do not serve,
how can we actually claim to be real
partners?” Indeed, sometimes the hol-
low and plastic nature of what passes for
Orthodoxy in America is most visible in
this area. American Orthodoxy, much
as it engages in robust and diligent Israel
advocacy and defense in America, hardly
senses the centrality of military service to
this process. You and I have both heard

It is not my style to share my family’s life events with
the world, but there are certain events that seem to
require some public acknowledgement. Below is a
letter [ wrote to my son, Aaron Broyde, on the day he
commenced basic training in the Israeli army.

people tell you (and me) “but isn’t buying
Israel Bonds — joining AIPAC - visiting
for Pesach — spending a year studying —
the same as actually joining the fight or
living in the land?” But the answer is that
it is not, and there is no substitute for the
courageous thing that you are doing and
I admire you for doing it.

I return now to where I began. You
are on the cusp of a wonderful and re-
markable transformative life choice: basic
training after a year of Yeshiva study, fol-
lowed by many more years of service and
study. Your family in America is excep-
tionally proud of your choices. We know
that this will take you to many emo-
tional and social places that the historical
Broyde family has never experienced and
you will come out a different person than
you entered: more Israeli, less Ameri-
can; more physically fit, less flabby; more
communitarian, less individualistic. T am
so sure that there will be so many chang-
es that I imagine that you might almost
come out a different person — but still a
person that we love and cherish. And we
are happy to welcome an Israeli branch in
the Broyde family tree (and I personally
await wonderful sabra grandchildren, all
in the right time!)

I am proud and happy with what you
are doing and I am sure it is a change for
the better for you and for all of us.

You well know that it is not the cus-
tom or practice of the Broyde family to
weekly bless our children, but a letter of
this type ought to end with a bracha.

Beloved Aaron: G-d should bless you
and watch over you during your service
in the IDF. Qur Creator should protect
you and your fellow soldiers, making
certain that your missions are successful
and whatever sacrifices have to be made
should never be in vain. Our L-rd should
ensure that you leave in peace and return
in peace.

With love from your father who ad-
mires you,

Rabbi Broyde is a law professor at Emory Uni-
versity, a dayan in the Beth Din of America and the
founding rabbi of the Young Israel in Atlanta, GA.
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IT'S NOTJUST AN AIRLINE. IT'S ISRAEL.

Expanding. Innovating.
Upgrading.

. Seay

Exciting. At EL AL we are pleased to announce some major upgrades
and technological innovations on your flight from the USA to Israel:
¢ New planes, new routes

¢ Upgraded entertainment systems at every seat with
programs for the entire family

e New advanced sleeper seats in premium classes

¢ |mproved health-smart meal options

And while any airline can upgrade its equipment, only EL AL
has one feature that no one else can offer — the haospitality
and professionalism of our Israeli crew.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Your visit to Israel begins the moment you board EL AL, the national airline of Israel.
For more details, visit www.elal.com or call 800-223-6700 or any travel agent.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THE MOST NONSTOP FLIGHTS TO TEL AVIV FROM NEW YORK

[JFK/NEWARK] AND THE ONLY NONSTOP FLIGHTS FROM : ywww.elal.com
LOS ANGELES, IN ADDITION TO NONSTOP FLIGHTS FROM TORONTO




